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From the

Editor’s
desk
Welcome to the Autumn edition of
In Touch. And thanks to all of you
for continuing to support the magazine as readers, authors and local
historians. As we return from summer holidays and watch our chestnut
trees gently turning a golden shade
of russet we look forward to various
autumn feasts, including blackberry
and apple crumble and the feast of
St Francis....
This edition contains news of well
supported summer events: the visit
of the local Association for the Blind
and the summer gala concert which
successfully raised over £1400
for our local branch of the Across
Jumbulance. The summer fete revelled on the Friary lawn thanks to
rather better weather than last year
and many parishioners made pilgrimages to Walsingham and Lourdes.
In autumn we traditionally
look to November as the month
of Remembrance and this year
marks the 100th anniversary of
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Passchendaele, or the third Battle of
Ypres. Our Parish Archivist, Adrian
Lees, has provided us with a fascinating article about a former parishioner
who fought and died there, leaving
his widow and two babies to survive alone in the village of Woodford
Bridge. This has stirred my imagination into discovering what then
happened to his family and I invite
readers to help me piece together
their story which will be published in
the Christmas edition. [Read further
down for details and see the full story
on page 24].
You will find more recent history on
page 16 – Jack Whitaker has kindly
supplied marvellous visual memories
of our garden fete. Rather than name
the pictures, we invite you to sit down
over a cup of tea and identify your
school friends, colleagues, teachers
and relatives. Your answers could
form a unique piece of Parish history
for the archives.
Woodford made the Ilford recorder
twice on July 20th: Firstly, when Fr
Quentin advertised our Pilgrimage
to Walsingham and secondly, when
news of the sale of Woodford Police
station was mentioned:
‘Woodford Police Station may
be sold, while the front counter at
Barkingside Police Station could
be closed to the public. In 2013,
the front counter in the High Road,
Woodford Green, closed to the public,
leaving it solely as a base for officers.
Under the proposals by the Mayor’s
Office for Policing and Crime, Ilford
Police Station will have the only 24
hour counter. Ilford North MP, Wes
Streeting is concerned that Policing
in Redbridge will suffer without extra
Government funding’.
There is a similar flowing tide of
closures across Essex. Police stations are public assets and the Friary
and the Holy Family Convent both
benefit from Woodford officers being
on their doorsteps. The CCTV system
covering the church, Friary and car
park has been extensively upgraded,
but it does not function in isolation.
If you have strong views about the
proposed closures, please take part
in the public consultation: or write to
your MP. bit.ly/2ve3XpN

As night falls earlier through the
season, please reach for your torches, blankets and rations, not for the
soup run but for a family fun evening
on the Friary lawn on Friday 29th
September. The TELCO team will
be providing is with a film night.
‘ZOOTROPOLIS’. Please see their article on page 8 and support them in
this excellent fundraising event.
How did our war widows survive?
Can you help with some local
history?
•Did any of your relatives live in
Brunel Road, Woodford Bridge
from 1911 to the 1940s?
•Were nos 1 & 3 destroyed at some
point? They do not exist today
•Was Brunel Road then known as
Brunel Terrace?
•Did any of your relatives work at
	Claybury Hospital during that period?
•Gladys Fitzgerald was a nurse
there – was she a colleague of
your relatives?
•Do you recognise the names of
her children, Charles Fitzgerald
and Grace Fitzgerald?
•Gladys became Mrs Greaves 		
- does anyone remember this
family name?
•Did Charles and Grace attend
Ray Lodge School with any of your
relatives?
•Do you recognise the address
‘Lincot’ - the name of a house
in High Road, Woodford Bridge/
	Chigwell – Gladys lived there until
the 1960s
Please send me your answers in
time for the Christmas edition and
until then, enjoy the autumn season.
It’s a glorious time of year.
Best wishes to all readers
Kathryn

The Parish
Annual General Meeting
T

enormous. Happily, agreement has been reached
with Father Patrick regarding the sharing of these
costs and work on some
of the recommendations
is already underway.

he AGM was held in
the Becket Centre
on 16th July 2017.
An opening prayer from
Fr Quentin was swiftly followed by approval of last
year’s minutes and there
then followed a report on
the Council’s activities over
the past year.

Council Report
At the start of the year there
had been general agreement amongst all members
on two issues:
Firstly, with the ever diminishing
number of priests we had to start
to make provision for taking on an
increasing share of parish management and this, by its very nature,
would involve the laity taking on more
responsibility, and involvement in all
aspects of Parish life. Inevitably these
changes will alter the relationship
between clergy and laity and our
having a more balanced and “grown
up relationship” between us. Happily
these ideas were not only reflected by
our Bishop in setting up Stewards of
the Gospel – an organisation dedicated to looking at the future of parishes
in our diocese, but also in the ideas
and teachings of Pope Francis.
Secondly, there was a realisation
that there is already a huge amount
of work done in the parish on a day
to day basis – sometimes by unsung
individuals but also by small groups
working together to make this a living,
active parish. With this in mind each
PPC member undertook to liaise with
different groups in the parish with
the intention of providing them with
support and encouragement via the
setting up of sub-committees.
This all sounds great – in truth
though, whilst in some areas such
In Touch 2017 Issue 3

New Parish Council
Constitution
This was introduced by
Isobel Parker. Essentially
it is similar to the old constitution but has been
“cleaned-up”, simplified
and
generally
brought up to date.
The new leader of the Parish Council
This
was
passed
with the proviso that
Paul Turpin ready for action
clarification of the exact timing of the
as the working of the Becket Centre AGM would be inserted.
Committee, this is working quite well,
in other areas progress has been Finance
slow and a huge amount of work
needs to be done.
Brian Martin presented the finances
The worrying areas are in Youth which showed a slowing of income
Activities, Adult Formation, Social care from all Parish activities: Offertory;
and Outreach. Here not been a lot of Social Events; Repository etc; falling
progress has been made but we are Mass attendance and increase in
aware of this and are starting to con- expenditure. Whilst we have reserves
centrate our energies in these areas. these will be steadily eaten into as
The fact remains though, that the costs of the repairs associated
much of the work in the parish is with the Quinquennial start to take
being undertaken by an ever aging effect and some fundraising may well
group of people and we are desper- be needed in the foreseeable future.
ate for additional younger volunteers.

Quinquennial Report
This is a report commissioned by
the Friars in 2015 indicating all the
repairs, renovation and other changes that need to be made to the
Church and Friary phased over a five
year period which started in Sept
2016. The project would start with
things that needed to be done immediately followed by less urgent but
equally essential works. The costs
involved both for Friars and Parish are

Any Other Business

There were no elections this year as
no candidates for the Council had
come forward.
Questions from the floor concerned
the fees currently being asked for
use of the Becket Centre, Health and
Safety issues and the car park.
The meeting closed with a vote of
thanks to all those working tirelessly
in the Parish and those leaving the
Council followed by a prayer from
Father Quentin.
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Across to Lourdes with the J umbulance
Sue is more often seen
behind the Parish Office
counter or behind her
camera at Parish events.
This summer, she ventured
overseas for a very
different experience....

Ss. Jude, Anthony,

I

went to Lourdes in August
with Across – a charity which
enables pilgrims make the
trip to France when they are
too ill or disabled to go on their
own. They were amazing when my
dad was diagnosed with terminal
pancreatic cancer at Easter and
although he died before the May
trip, the pleasure and comfort
he got from knowing that he was
booked to go were worth a thousand drugs!
I was a reluctant helper – worried
I wouldn’t be up to the challenge.
My only qualification: I’m a mum! I
wasn’t sure it would be enough. We
were a group of 24 – which included
7 VIPs, 2 nurses, 4 young helpers
(who were a total credit to their families) and Fr James MacKay, from the
Royal Docks, Newham who was our
spiritual leader. It was a wonderful

Rita, Our Lady and
the martyr of Mtemwe,
John Bradburne
(1914- 1979)
and hard trip in equal measure. We
had mass every day in a different
church or chapel, day trips out to the
country side, fun evening socials and
of course took part in the evening
By the Grotto in the silence as we
gather round our Mother
Every person joined in prayer is a
sister or a brother
We bring our fears and anguish, our
anger and our pain,
As we lay them all at Mary’s feet our
worries seem to wane.
In this place in all the world there’s a
sense of hope,
No matter what the future brings we
know somehow we’ll cope.
The pilgrims light their candles in a
never-ending stream,
As we come to share the love that
she alone can give.
As we lay them all at Mary’s feet our
worries seem to wane
Just to touch the Holy Water the
fulfilment of a dream
Sharing love that is the miracle that
happens every day
By the Grotto in the silence as we
kneel down to pray.
Betty Freed VIP guest with Across
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Grateful thanks
for prayers
answered to

procession at the Basilica. As the
7,000 strong procession raised their
torches while the Ave Maria rang
out, I can honestly say I have never
felt so full of love and gratitude – so
blessed to be part of this fantastic,
unique group thrown together, almost
by accident. Over the 10 days ALL
of us gave something and received
something, it felt like God had a plan
for us. We maybe didn’t get what we
were asking for before the statue of
Our Lady in the Grotto but we got the
strength, companionship and renewal that we needed.
I have had post Lourdes blues
since my return. So many things
to mull over. So many dear friends
made and now missed. I feel different! If you have the chance go – as
Debbie the Manager of the Becton
Branch of Across told me - fun, laughter, faith and family lie in store for you.
She was spot on.
Please contact Debbie Hourihan on
0203 542 1800 if you are willing
to volunteer to assist on one of the
journeys to Lourdes

Mediated Dispute Solutions Ltd
Woodford Green
info@mds.london
020 8505 4175
If your family is changing and you are worried about your children or
how you will cope financially, mediation may be the answer.
Professional mediation helps to reduce the conflict and to find an easy and
dignified route through separation or divorce.
In Touch 2017 Issue 3
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TELCO at St Thomas’s
A mass for
migrants
It is a while since we heard from
our Parish TELCO group who
have been active on our behalf.....
Bernadette Harris tells us:

I

n May, a Mass for Migrants was
hosted by Brentwood Diocese
co-hosted by Fr. Micheal O’
Kane and Fr. Micheal Copps. During
the Mass, Bishop Alan spoke of
the Catholic Church’s commitment to Community Sponsorship.
He read from the writings of Pope
Francis. He also spoke of the support for Community Sponsorship
given by Cardinal Nichols. Hannah
from CUK safe passage team
spoke of three Catholic orphan
children age 2, 4 and 12 rescued
from the ruins of their home in
Syria and denied entry to Britain
to join their grandparents and
uncle. These children were rescued and brought to Britain within
ten days of action taken against
the Government by a number of
Bishops and faith leaders.
Bishop Alan said the Diocese of
Brentwood is committed to making Community Sponsorship a reality by working with Caritas and other
Statuary agencies and learning from
the Caritas experience in the Diocese
of Salford. He read from a list of
responsibilities that underpin community sponsorship, including meeting the family at the airport, ensuring
they have a safe home, education
and health care. The family will also
require advocacy and legal representation.
As Citizens UK leaders, we represent our member organisation based
on the issues identified through a
listening exercise. Some of you will
recall housing and social care listening exercises (which have taken place)
8

Gemma, 1st left with her Paddington
Bears

and a petition signed by 300 parishioners was presented to Redbridge
Council (urging) the resettlement of
refugee families.
My advice to Fr. Quentin is that
without a Parish-wide Community
Sponsorship listening exercise, we
are not in a position to represent the
views of our member organisation. I
also advised Fr. Quentin that once the
parish listening exercise is complete,
the parish should go forward with
Community Sponsorship in harmony
with Brentwood Diocese and Caritas,
the official charity of the Catholic
Church in Britain.

Community
sponsorship
Gemma Bourdillon is one of
our parishioners who is making
Community Sponsorship a reality
within our Parish

T

he St Thomas’ Telco group
has responded to the call
from Bishop Alan and has

Cllr Jas Athawal

embarked on an exciting opportunity to be involved in a local community sponsorship programme
in Redbridge.
As a St Thomas team we started
our commitment to the plight of the
refugees in 2014 when we met with
the then councillor Wes Streeting in
the Becket Centre to ask the council
to accept 100 Syrian refugees to
Redbridge. We had much more success in our follow up actions which
included a foster night in 2016, again
in the Becket Centre, where over
one hundred people including the

leader of Redbridge Council, Cllr Jas
Athawal, attended to hear about fostering in Redbridge, but particularly
fostering unaccompanied children in
response to the ‘Dubs’ amendment.
There was much interest from this
night and follow up events including
a public meeting with Cllr Jas Athawal
on the steps of the town hall with
everybody’s favourite unaccompanied migrant teddy, Paddington Bear,
increased pressure which resulted
in Redbridge Council accepting six
of the unaccompanied children from
Calais, an opportunity for them that
we cannot begin to appreciate.
Community Sponsorship is a government initiative, overseen by the
Home Office, launched in July 2016,
inspired by the successful schemes
in Canada, in response to the devastating situations and conditions of
those families currently displaced by
war in Syria and Iraq.
There have already been especially vulnerable families, selected
and checked by the UN and the
Home Office, who have been moved
to the UK and other areas as part of
this scheme, who have successfully
applied and are waiting for a family
to arrive.
In Redbridge we are supporting
our Citizens UK partners, Redbridge
Islamic Centre, in their application along with the Ilford Salvation
Army. Other local churches including the Wanstead Quakers, Ilford
Methodist church, South Woodford
and the Balfour Road Mosque are
also involved. As a diverse inter-faith
group we are working on an extensive and detailed application form
and re-settlement plan to enable a
family to come to Redbridge and to
support them in their resettlement
and integration into the Redbridge
community.
The requirements of the Home
Office are to provide accommodation
for the family for a two-year period
(they will have access to housing
benefit and usual benefits accorded
to refugees). We are currently trying
to find suitable 2-3 bedroom accommodation, whose landlord would be
prepared to accept the local housing
rate for that period. Once we have
In Touch 2017 Issue 3

identified a property we will be able
to consider and contact local schools,
GP centres and other local services.
We will make a commitment to support the family for one year and this
will include preparing a house for
their arrival, welcoming them at the
airport, regular input from a team
of befrienders who will help them
navigate the local area, signing up for
services and learning about the local
area. We are hoping to extend our
team of volunteers to include those
who are able to interpret or teach
English as a foreign language and
those who may have any special skills
and experience relevant to the family
for example house maintenance, psychologists, working with vulnerable
people etc.
As part of the application we need
to raise £9000 (£4500) per adult
to provide a safety net in case of
emergency. This is a joint amount
and the St Thomas’ team are looking
into ways of helping to raise money to
contribute towards the total.
And so, on Friday 26th September
at 6pm we will be having an ‘outdoor family cinema experience’
(see below)

Holy Communion booklet Maya Saund

Please email Gemma Constable
at gemmabourdillon3@hotmail.com
if you are interested/wish to learn
more/would like to donate money/
goods or services/are a willing landlord/would like to volunteer/befriend
- All help is greatly welcomed in this
unique opportunity to help the refugee crisis.

Friday 26th September at 6pm we will be having
an ‘outdoor family cinema experience showing
Zootropolis. There will be a BBQ and licensed
bar. Tickets will be £6 on the door (under 3 free).
Advance bargain tickets can be purchased from
the Parish Office:
£8 per person for cinema, BBQ and soft drink
Or family ticket for 4 people for £30 to include
cinema, BBQ and 4 soft drinks.
Advance tickets must be paid for at the parish office by Tuesday 26th
September, please leave your name and tickets will be ready for your
collection on the door.
All are welcome: please bring your own blankets. Popcorn and ice
cream will also be available, alternative arrangements have been
made in case of rain!

Please come and support us!
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The

Canterbury Tales
News from the Parish Pump
‘From every shires end of
Engelond to Caunterbury they
wende,
The Holy blissful martyr for to
seke,
That them hath helpen whan that
they were seeke ‘(sick)
You will have noticed that our own
Canterbury pilgrim has returned to
us from his teachings in Canterbury.
Although saddened to hear that
the Franciscan community in
Canterbury has dispersed, we are
thrilled to welcome Father Austin
back to Woodford. We always look
forward to his philosophy, some of
which can found on page 27
Bereavement support group
news
On Sunday 2nd July, our tea afternoon
was attended by more than 40 guests,
some of whom had been recently
bereaved and others whose loss was
not so recent, but were happy to listen
and share experiences. There was
plenty of time to chat over cups of tea
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with delicious scones and cakes provided by members of the group.
We have been hosting these teas
for a number of years now and we
usually begin with some words of spiritual comfort from one of our priests.
This year we were delighted to welcome Father Austin McCormack as a
guest and wise presence.
Our monthly meetings have continued to flourish and several people who
have come to our teas have subsequently joined us at our meetings and
have found comfort in the supportive
atmosphere of our gatherings.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of
every month and if you would like any
more information you are welcome to
ring me on 0208 505 0356 Angela
Barnes
Our Service of Remembrance will
be held in the church on Sunday 8th
November
Confirmation 2017
75 young people from our local
catholic schools were confirmed at
St Thomas’s on June 6th this year
(see below)

Wanstead & Woodford
Association for the Blind
‘Yours’ - a tribute to Dame Vera
Lynn
I am sometimes invited to play for
this Association on Remembrance
Day, when the members meet at the
Woodford United Free Church. I am
humbled by two things: the quiet dedication of the helpers, Diana Turpin,
Kate Green and their team; and also
by the gentleness of the individual
members I speak to. This very worthy association sometimes visits the
Becket Centre for their meetings, as
Diana tells us:
‘In June, the Wanstead & Woodford
Association for the Blind hosted a
Vera Lynn 100th birthday tribute concert in the Becket Centre, presented by Mickey Driver and the Variety
Collective. This was the fourth year
that the Variety Collective has performed a concert here for the Blind
Club and was as enjoyable as ever.
Afterwards tea and cake was served
to all present.
The association has been running
in this area for many years. It provides a weekly social meeting with
entertainment followed by tea for its
members who are drawn from the
surrounding area. Regular outings
are organised – the above being one
such trip.
Our members are mostly elderly,
but if you know of anyone who you
think might like to come and join us,
please telephone 07840 850838
and leave a message - we would love
to hear from you.’
The Variety Collective is a talented and glamorous group of singers
and actors who parade resplendently
in 1940s dress and uniforms. Their
music is taken from the wealth of
material available from that period,
professionally collated and accompanied with backing tracks. They featured
many of Dame Vera’s best known
songs from World War 2 to her present CD, the release of which coincides
with her 100th birthday. The performance was part-funded by a donation
from the ‘Not Forgotten Association’
and was written with Dame Vera’s
help and advice.

Film Night at the Friary		
‘Zootropolis’
On
Friday
26th
September at 6pm,
there will be an ‘outdoor family cinema
experience’ showing
‘Zootropolis’. There
will be a BBQ and
licensed bar. Tickets
will be £6 on the door
(under 3 free).
Advance bargain tickets can be
purchased from the Parish Office:
£8 per person for cinema, BBQ
and soft drink
£30 for a family ticket for four
including cinema tickets, BBQ and 4
soft drinks.
Advance tickets must be paid for
at the parish office by Tuesday 26th
September.
Tickets will be ready for your collection on the door.
Our Parish Registrar and
Archivist - Adrian Lees
In association with Redbridge
Heritage Library, long standing parishioner Adrian has been identifying

ers. On page 24, he tells the story
of a casualty from our church, who
was posted missing 100 years ago
at Passchendaele. He attributes his
interest to Uncle Jack, an Artillery
Officer who possessed every small
boys dream - a real sword!
Further results of his research can
be seen at: woodfordmemorialhallheritageproject.co.uk/woodford-rollof-honour-wwi/
GreenAcres
Deborah McNamara, Park Manager
at GreenAcres Epping, is hoping to
encourage people from local church
communities to consider the lovely
woodland setting at GreenAcres for
their final resting place. Deborah has

Colonel Adrian

those from Woodford who died in the
Great War. The results of his ongoing
work have been provided to All Saints
and St Mary’s churches among oth-
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GREENACRES
EPPING FOREST

Celebrate the journey
with GreenAcres Epping Forest
With a focus on celebrating the life of a loved one, for nearly two decades GreenAcres
has helped many families say goodbye in a tranquil and beautiful setting.
Whether you are looking for a Full Burial or Ash Interment, GreenAcres believe a funeral
is an opportunity to celebrate the life of a loved one in beautiful English woodlands.

Email to the editor
Dear Editor
‘It is good to know that not everyone
just denies themselves chocolates,
sweets, wine for Lent.
As a celebration of the youth of
our Parish, I would like to draw your
attention to Bea Argyle (age 13) a
Year 9 pupil at Trinity Catholic High
School who went one step further
and gave up her bed and slept on
her wooden bedroom floor for Lent
“because many children don’t have
a bed to give up”.
She hoped in the process to raise
awareness and funds to help Unicef
UK’s work for children who have lost
their families, their friends, their
schools, their homes AND THEIR
BEDS and are dealing with lives and
futures totally changed because of
conflict.
Her initial target was £225, which

HELPING
YOU TO
SUPPORT
YOUR
CHURCH

would have provided 45 warm blankets for displaced children in Syria,
as of 25 April she has raised £2,030
(plus Gift Aid of £449.50) enough to
provide 406 blankets OR a large
versatile tent which could be used
as a temporary school or health
centre together with six ‘School in
a Box’ kits, enough for 240 children
to continue their education during
an emergency OR 45,000 vaccines
to protect children from tetanus.
As her grandmother I am very
proud of her kind and generous
heart, her commitment and her
selflessness. When I was flagging
with my Lenten promise she certainly inspired me to carry on!’
Juliette Perryman
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/BeaArgyle

“Very impressed
with the staff, place
– everything really.
As soon as I got there
I knew it was the
place for me.”
“Lovely,“
tranquil place.
“Beautiful.”

worked for GreenAcres since 2008
and is also a parishioner at St Thomas
of Canterbury. Choosing GreenAcres
will enable you to select a burial or
ashes plot in the tranquillity, serenity
and beauty of nature whilst also benefiting the church, who will receive
10% of the plot price. If you would
like to request a brochure or make an
appointment to look around, please
call on 01992 523863 and Deborah,
or a member of her team, will be
happy to help you.
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Parish Gala Concert 2017
In celebration of the Diocesan Centenary. With the Aurelian Ensemble,
Carlos Bonell and the Parish Choir

Thank you for a
❛wonderful
Saturday
evening. It was
completely different
to the outside world.
A kind of Utopia... the
most important thing
is the atmosphere.❜
Les Sutton, Gants Hill

T

he 100th anniversary
of the founding of the
Diocese fell conveniently
into my lap – what a
marvellous theme for this year’s
Parish concert. I’m embarrassed
to confess that I didn’t realise
that such an anniversary was on
its way. The concert has to be
planned about nine months in
advance in order to secure the
services of musicians who can
provide the wonderful musical
standards that we are now accustomed to at St Thomas’s.
For about a year, I’ve yearned for
the Rodrigo Guitar Concerto to be
heard in our church. It’s a joyous
piece and can be described in so
many ways. But it requires quite a
large orchestra and a soloist of international reputation. Could we do it?
Would we be able to fit the musicians
in? Would we attract an audience? I
didn’t overly worry about any of these

questions although I thought about
them constantly.
Our dear friend Mary Spiers, a
local musician and friend of the
Parish, always manages to find a
terrific band for us from within the
Aurelian Orchestra, all of whom are
soloists in their own right and many
of whom now really enjoy returning to
St Thomas’s as we are referred to as
‘the posh gig’. Provision of the very
ordinary treats means a lot to visiting
musicians: ample parking; ground
floor access for the timps and double
bass; a proper tea break with biscuits
and cake, (home-made cake scores
very high points); and most importantly - orchestral supper! Free food
and an orchestral get-together after
rehearsal put our church high up on
the musical matrix.
Dear Mary also happens to count
Carlos Bonnel amongst her musical friends and incredibly, he was
free on July 1st. The Patron Saint

of bookings had smiled upon me. I
was convinced that the Rodrigo had
never been performed in our church
and felt that it would be the crowning
glory of our summer programme for
decades to come.
The great day arrived and always
assumes a gentle rhythm of it’s own.
The choir assembles on the top step
of the altar. The church takes on a
different mantle as a steady flow of
musicians, instruments, kettle drums
and music stands gently stream
through the centre aisle. The rehearsal is a special part of the day for me,
as I have the privilege of listening to a
personal recital at its most resonant.
There was an unsung background
performance to the entire day....
our personal sound engineer, Jon
Constable, was thankfully available to
soothe my nervous energy. He arrived
at midday with a full and very detailed
sound system, helped to remove six
pews from the church and remained

❛Hearty congratulations on last night’s concert. I was absolutely stunned by the quality of tone of your choir. Wonderful.

with me until 10.30 pm that evening
to support our guitarist with some
very sensitive acoustic requirements.
The performance could not have progressed without him.
The audience began to gather
much earlier than expected, which is
quite usual for our parishioners, but
other fans had seen Carlos’s website
and had travelled from Wandsworth,
Orpington, Dorset and Dundee. A
dry, warm evening thankfully allowed
them to assemble and chat and they
steadily took their places without any
obvious public disorder. We probably
sold about 200 seats which contributed significantly to our funding.
The magical moment of tuning
arrived, the professional signal that we
had become a concert venue. A wonderfully expanded brass section gave
us the jaunty Hornpipe from Handel’s
Water Music - the three hundredth
anniversary to the week of its first
performance. The cor anglais
then provided a hauntingly beautiful performance of ‘The Swan
of Tuonela’ by Sibelius – rarely
performed because it requires a
soloist of distinction. We are fortunate indeed that Tim Eaton is both
hugely talented and was available to
bring this piece alive for us, standing
within the shadows of the side aisle to
intensify the mystery.
Vivaldi’s Autumn Concerto seemed
very appropriate for our celebration
as it reflects our Franciscan heritage
and depicts the rural aspects of our
Diocese, the fruits of the fields and
parishioners enjoying themselves in
song and dance, all beautifully performed by the string section of the
orchestra with glorious leadership
and solo playing from Mike Gray.
And then to our home-grown talent:
the Parish choir, looking resplendent
in bow ties and synchronised blue
scarves, assembled to praise the
Centenary in song. I could have played

heard a recording of this piece, shook
his head and said ‘madness’.
Fortunately, he stuck with it and
what a triumph. It is as much an
orchestral piece as a choral one and
made marvellous use of the brass,
woodwind and percussion sections
which produced the ringing sounds of
chiming bells and glorious fanfares.
The audience did as instructed and
clapped their hands.
And so to the crux of the evening. I
had to appeal for calm as a cascade
of cameras took advantage of a gap
in the music. Our soloist was about to
be introduced. I had never met Carlos
before, but was overwhelmed by his
humility and gentleness as much as
his musicianship and virtuosity. I’d
had the advantage of listening to the
rehearsal and knew that everyone
was in for a rare treat.
Rodrigo was inspired to compose
this most famous of all concertos by
his visits to the Royal Palace and
gardens of Aranjuez. The music
depicts fountains, birdsong and
the urgent warmth of summer.
From the first flamboyant chord,
Carlos’s vibrant and energetic
playing transported me to southern
Spain. This concerto is so well-known
and well-loved and yet here it was,
in our church on a warm summer’s
evening. His second movement produced an incredibly thoughtful and
opened the second part of the pro- sultry dialogue between the guitar,
gramme ‘O clap your hands togeth- cor anglais and bassoon. His elegant
er all ye peoples’, a grand setting third movement brought us rhythmic
of psalm 47. This was altogether Spanish dancing and virtuosity and
more difficult. I dithered about it from ended with tumultuous applause from
Easter onwards. Too difficult? Did a very appreciative audience.
And at the end of the evening,
we have enough preparation time?
Would everyone please kindly attend a large box of CDs, kindly donated
rehearsal at the same time and on by Carlos, sold like wildfire in the
the same day? Rehearsals had been church porch, with all profits donated
consistently nerve-wracking and no, I to the Jumbulance collection. The
never use the word challenging when great man was in no hurry to leave
I actually mean something entirely us: he went out of his way to find
different. One of my very dear basses one of our youngest attendees. Josh,

safe and given them the Hallelujah
Chorus, but I chose anthems by John
Rutter who has contributed so much
to English church music in the last
thirty years. I listened at the back
in anticipation: the choir had been
much inspired by a mystical setting of
‘Be thou my vision’ with Gaelic influences and nuances and were further
lifted by an orchestral accompaniment. Then followed a sweet harvest
anthem, ‘Look at the world’, which
praised the harvest and anticipated
the feast of St Francis. Both pieces
contain wonderful harmonies and
will be heard at masses in the next
few months.
Their third anthem appropriately

The last time I heard them was the Hallelujah chorus (2014). I never thought that the church choir could sound so

wonderful. Maria and I were cheering for the guitarist...the pleasure you gave people ❜. Vivyan Hopper, Chingford l ❛I’ve just met Geraldine from Chingford and she was ecstatic. She had her husband were guests at the concert and thought
it was tremendous❜ John Hopper, Chingford l ❛I’d like to know where that choir had been hiding during all the rehearsals! What a transformation! I think that was the first time the choir “performed” rather than just sang through and the
difference shone through. Perhaps you should have a few hundred spectators at each rehearsal! The orchestra them

selves, even and especially when speaking freely, were complimentary, which is high praise indeed given the calibre of

musicians they are and usually collaborate with❜. Intrigued of No Fixed Abode l ❛Hearty congratulations on last night’s

concert❜ Angela Meyler
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aged 10, is the grandson of one of
our choir members and is learning
the guitar. He had a front row seat
and was utterly transfixed by the
sight and sound of such a wonderful
guitarist. Carlos had heard about him
and sought him out for a conversation. ‘I’ve been looking for you. I’ve
heard all about you’. Josh was further
amazed and has been inspired to
practise his guitar every day since the
concert. Perhaps we have another
soloist in the making.
Did it all really happen? I returned
to the church the next morning, pretty
worn out, but marvelling at the sound
which rang through our magnificent
building. I was met by Sheila SmithPrior who said that the initial count
of the collection was £1350. (Since
risen to over £1400). This is the biggest post-concert collection in our
four year history and double the anticipated amount. At the end of Mass,
‘next morning’? Father Austin gave
a very kind tribute to the choir who
rose above their personal best, and
to the concert as a whole, which has
become an important social event in
our calendar.

❛


Grateful thanks to
St Cecilia, Patron
Saint of music, St Francis
and St Jude, for
prayers answered.

❛


❛ An absolute triumph! Wonderful,

wonderful music for a lovely
summer evening...the Parish choir
excelled themselves. They have
developed a very special sound

Trinity News
Our junior journalists share their
reports with InTouch

O

It all began a century ago when
the Archdiocese of Westminster
divided.
It became the diocese of
Brentwood and more spiritual
help was provided.

them singing with a full orchestra.
professional. What a treat you had
in store for us and what a lovely
choice of music! It was fantastic! ❜
Kathy Howes, Chingford
14

Did you ever
lose faith?

”
”

Eve’s response was
one to remember:
Not in God, only
in humans.

We were then privileged to hear
from Eve Kugler, a Holocaust survivor.
Eve was only a child living in Germany
at the time of the Second World
War. One of her earliest memories
was ‘Kristallnacht’, ‘The night of the
broken glass’ as it has now become
known. Her parents were wealthy
and they lived above her Father’s
shop until the night the windows were
all smashed. Her story tells of fake
visas, long journeys, orphanages,
being separated from her youngest
sister, travelling all over France, before
heading to Spain, then Portugal, then
sailing across to the USA aged only
10 years old. Without her parents.
Then the story continued with foster
families, rebellion and upset. Eve

Holy Communion booklet

simply missed her parents.
Her Father moved around camps
and eventually escaped, resulting in
a happy family reunion for all. Eve
showed maps, pictures and photos
which helped us to understand her
experiences even further.
Students were captivated by her
story and had many questions after
her talk.
One question was, “Did you ever
lose faith?” Eve’s response was one
to remember:
“Not in God, only in humans”.

Patsy Hart

Bernard Nicholas Ward was the
first Bishop he served for three
long years.
Being a Bishop was not easy
but he never showed his fears.

and it was wonderful to hear
They looked and sounded very

E

arlier this year, twelve
Year 10 students, along
with Miss Leonard and
Mrs O’Boyle, attended
a Holocaust memorial workshop at South West
Essex and Settlement Reform
Synagogue. After a tour of the
Synagogue and a brief history
of the reformed community at
Newbury Park, we heard from
Rabbi David. He told us of his
immigrant father’s journey to
England just before war broke
out. We were all touched to hear
how he didn’t know much about
what life had been like for him
in Germany, but he could only
imagine. His father had given
little away.

On 22nd March we celebrate
a very special day.
To be in touch with our spirituality
we can sit down and pray.
n Thursday 22nd June,
four students from
Trinity attended the
Diocese
Centenary
Schools
Mass
at
Brentwood Cathedral along with
Mrs O’Boyle and Mrs Vaughan.
The four students each created
a winning logo and were pictured
outside the Cathedral with their
winning designs.
The mass was part of year long celebrations of the Diocese Centenary
and held a special focus for schools
within the diocese. Each school was
represented and put forward a spe-

“
“

Trinity Students remember:

cial Diocese prayer or poem for the
offertory. Ours was written by a Year
8 student and is included below.
Bishop Alan Williams presided over
the mass, which was a joyful, musical
occasion.

Over 100 years the diocese has
grown our faith is restored and
God’s love is shown.
On this day we turn to our faith
we go the Church knowing we
are safe.
By Amarachi Okorie, 8F
In Touch 2017 Issue 3
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Parish Fete 1907 onwards
A small potted history of what has happened in the Friary gardens since 1907. The Parish fete has provided annual fun for our families. We owe a huge
round of applause to hard-working organisers who have brought us this event over the decades.
Essex county Chronicle
9 August 1907

In August 1907, a snippet from
the Essex Chronicle reveals that
the fete was held on a Monday in
The Oaks, rather than in the Friary
grounds. Adrian Lees believes
it likely that Mrs Emmeline Van
Zeller of ‘Greyfriars’ in Mornington
Road was probably one of the
ladies involved.

By the 1970s St Antonys students had begun
their tradition of country dancing, directed by
Mrs Crowley and Sr Mary.

By the 1960s, the Fancy Fair had
developed into family fun as seen in
the following photos which are very
kindly supplied by Jack Whitaker.

The Knobbly Knees competition (above) obviously delighted the
gentlemen of the Parish who turned out in suits and ties on a hot
summer’s afternoon.
The Montclair Players entertained us and ladies took a break on
the Friary lawn. Simple games such as bingo and
‘Roll a penny’ were the most fun.

In the 1980s the lawns were
filling up with stalls. Inflation
meant that Hot Dogs had risen
in price to 25 pence each and
Fancy Dress competitions were
supported by local dressmakers.

By 2015, candy floss,
beefburgers & Pimms had
become the standard menu. A
beer tent and the Trinity School
Band kept us entertained and St
Antonys children were dancing
to rather different tunes...

Can you identify any parishioners?
Please help to name your relatives and school friends. Answers to the editor for the next edition.
16
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Talk to us today
Wills

Have you made a will to provide for your family,
including any step‑children?

Lasting Power
of Attorney
This is crucial in the event
of an accident, stroke, etc.

Emergency wills
Having an operation
or are terminally ill?

Probate
Has someone passed away?
Do you need help with dealing
with their estate?

Deputy orders
For the mentally incapable?

TIMEGOLD
JEWELLERS - Est. 40 years
Your local Service Centre
for all types of Watches.
Rolex-Cartier - Tag - Omega etc.
*
Batteries fitted to all makes
while you wait
*
Antique Clocks/Carriage Clocks
a speciality
*
Jewellery repairs and alterations
*
Insurance and probate valuations
*
Free advice and estimates
****
25 The Broadway
Woodford Green
IG8 0HQ
****
Tel: 020 8504 6140

Divorce and financial
settlements
Sales and transfers
of property
We do home and hospital visits
Call us for friendly and
professional advice.

Tel: 020 8524 9111
Web: www.bacchuslaw.co.uk
Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No: 558303
18
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Brentwood Diocesan
Pilgrimage to
Walsingham 22 July, 2017
By Rhonda Anderson

T

his event, which attracted in excess of 3000
pilgrims in 60 coaches,
was held to celebrate the
100th Anniversary of the founding of the Brentwood Diocese.
Also the Diocese was dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. We
were blessed with a fine day until
nearly the end of Mass, when the
rain did fall and we did get wet in
the final stages. However, we all
agreed it was a most enjoyable
day, and we even helped to collect the chairs in the rain.
Father Quentin had prepared us all
with a list of do’s and don’ts so we
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were organised for the picnic lunch
and with something to sit on for Mass
on the grass in the Abbey grounds.
The journey to Walsingham is a
long one, even in these days of luxury
coaches, good roads and lack of highwaymen, but still we did not make
it on time, as the toilet facilities en
route were abysmally inadequate. In
fact we arrived at the fourth decade
of the rosary and could have been
there in time if we had not stopped,
and instead, used the facilities on
our coach. Amazingly we were not
informed that we could do so and
forego the stop! Why tell you about
the toilets? Well, they are an integral

part of the experience, and especially when there are a great many
people who are travelling. The physical as well as the spiritual must be
catered for in a sympathetic way. I
think Geoffrey Chaucer had things
to say about this too, so I am not the
only one.
[Editor: Chaucer’s pilgrims have
been described as an ‘undirected
comedy of human behaviour...’]
The shrine is in several parts, representing many Christian traditions,
and due to the event and the crowds
it was very difficult to see everything,
and I certainly didn’t. The till queue in
the shop crammed it so much, I gave

Geoffrey Chaucer tells us:

‘Wel nine and twenty in a compaingie,
Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle
In fellowship, and pilgrims were they all...’
Chaucer’s pilgrims travelled for four days from Southwark
to Canterbury, via Deptford and Rochester, on foot and
carrying their bags. Our own pilgrims travelled by
coach and took a packed lunch. Chaucer would have
been familiar with this; in his lifetime, cutlery was not
used as food was eaten with the fingers.

up, put my purchases back, and went
to light a candle for everyone. Then
I went to the assembly point for the
procession, although this was somewhat delayed, which allowed a little
time for chatting to fellow pilgrims, an
essential part of the day.
I managed to get into the Slipper
Chapel queue and to see the statue
of our Lady of Walsingham in situ. It
was later part of the procession surrounded by flowers and placed on the
spot of the original Holy House. There
is nothing in that place now, except
a small plaque on the lawn, but it is
surrounded by the atmospheric 12th
Century Abbey ruins, dominated by

the Lonely Arch.
In the same place as the Slipper
Chapel, is the chapel of the Holy
Ghost which has a wonderful painting over the altar with many saints
depicted, including Julian of Norwich.
We did not slip off our shoes and
walk the mile barefoot, as many previous famous pilgrims have, in order to
do penance for their sins.
The walk to the Abbey was wonderful along the country path, a former
railway line, with colourful wildflowers on either side, birds, bees and
butterflies and burgeoning farmers’
fields full of ripening crops. During
the walk some of St Thomas’ Choir

sang Marian hymns tunefully, to our
footsteps. I chose to do this part of
the pilgrimage in silence and soak
up the countryside atmosphere and
contemplate the many people from
history who have walked in those
same footsteps.
We entered the Abbey grounds
through the magnificent 14th Century
Gatehouse and found a place on the
lawn to settle down with our seating
arrangements. Mass was celebrated
under the Lonely Arch and was very
well organised. A homily about One,
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church
was delivered, and the sound system was excellent, allowing every-
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Packfords

l

Greenmantle

l

20 Mornington Road l Woodford Green l Essex IG8 0TL
020 8506 2301 and 020 8504 3650

accommodation, weddings & functions

A luxury care home
for old people and
people with dementia
“Living in comfort, dignity and
style” in a warm family atmosphere

Packfords

CELEBRATI NG

one to hear all the dialogue. Holy
Communion was distributed under
yellow and white umbrellas showing
where to go to receive it.
In a nutshell, this is the history of
the place:
Walsingham. Rebuilding England’s
Nazareth. Founded 1061 – Destroyed

0

1538 – Restored 1896.
I knew very little about Walsingham
before this visit, but it has been on
my list of places to go for a very long
time, so I was delighted to be able to
take this one day pilgrimage.
Walsingham was a holy shrine
originating in Saxon England, but
as Quentin said to me, God has no
time scale, so it is as relevant today
as then, and is always in the present
age. In 1061, five years before the
Norman Conquest, when St Edward
the Confessor was King, a lady in
the village, Richeldis de Faverches,
received a vision from Our Lady. In
it she saw the Holy House of the
Annunciation, in the Holy Land
where Mary was told that she
was to be the mother of God,
and asked to build a replica
at Walsingham. The house
was built as a wooden Saxon
house, not a Middle Eastern
replica.
In Medieval times there
were four great Christian
shrines; Jerusalem; Rome;
Saint James of Compostella
and Walsingham, and the
English shrine was the only one
dedicated to Mary.

Henry VIII was at first, very generous to Walsingham and visited, along
with many other monarchs over 300
years. Sadly the shrine and Abbey
were dissolved by Henry in 1538. The
original Holy House, by now encased
in a stone chapel, was burned to the
ground and the Holy statue taken to
London and desecrated.
For 350 years the shrine seemed
forgotten, then in the middle of the
nineteenth century, when ideas of
religious freedom surfaced, Edmund
Warterton wrote ‘British Devotion to
Mary’ in 1879, with a special chapter
on Walsingham, but nothing happened until 1897.
In the early 1890s Miss Charlotte
Boyd, an Anglican, bought the fourteenth century Slipper Chapel which
had been used as a barn. It was
restored and returned to the Catholic
Church. Development was slow and
in 1934 the first Mass was celebrated in the Slipper Chapel since the
Reformation. The statue of Our Lady
of Walsingham was on the altar at
Wembley Stadium when Pope John
Paul II celebrated Mass in 1982.
Devotion continues to grow and it is
a lovely place to visit in the Norfolk
countryside.

YEARS

1963-2013

Packfords Hotel,16 Snakes Lane West,
Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0BS
Tel: 020 8504 2642
Fax: 020 8505 5778
E-mail: sarah@packfordshotel.co.uk
Website: www.packfordshotel.co.uk

The Care
• Long and Short term stays
• Twenty four hour professional 		
care by fully qualified and 		
experienced staff
• Physician in attendance
• A nurse call system in every room
• First class catering to meet 		
individual needs and religion
• Home entertainment and outings
• Occupational Therapy
• Visiting hairdresser, 			
physiotherapist and 			
chiropodist arranged on request
• Residents’ own furniture and 		
belongings welcome
• Residents’ visitors welcome at 		
all times
• Resident meetings and 		
questionnaires
• Own newsletter in colour and 		
annual report

The Home
• An attractive modernised 		
Edwardian home located within
the Woodford Green 		
conservation area close to all 		
amenities offering:
• Comfortable single bedrooms
- four with en-suite facilities
• Choice of showers or bathroom
with hoist
• Luxurious lounge and dining 		
room
• Double glazed heated 		
conservatory
• Six person lift
• Full central heating
• Satellite TV, music centre and 		
piano
• Regularly changed library 		
books
• Beautiful gardens
• Own mini bus with tail lift

Members of the National care Homes Association

Woodford Green
Funeral Directors

St Thomas Canterbury
page Deadline
(inc TA1/4
C Lambart
& co Ltd) End of Feb 2013

Local Independent Funeral Directors

A Complete
Funeral Service
l Private Chapel of Rest

TRINITY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
(Science and Sports College)

Headmaster: Dr P C Doherty OBE, BA(Hons), DPhil (Oxon), FRSA
Main Office: Mornington Road
Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0TP
Tel: 020 8504 3419
Fax: 020 8505 7546
Lower Site: 020 8504 8946
Website: http://fc.tchs.uk.net

l Arrangements may be made in the

The school is based on two sites about half a mile apart
with Years 7 – 9 on the Lower Site in Sydney Road and
Years 10 – 13 on the Upper Site in Mornington Road. In
March 2015 Ofsted judged Trinity to be outstanding for
the fifth time.

354 High Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0QX

2017 Examination Results: 88% of students in
Year 11 gained 5 or more GCSE passes
Grade A* – C (or equivalent) and 34% at A* – A
(or equivalent).
The A level pass rates were 99%
Grades A* – E, 50% Grades A* – B.

l 24 Hour Personal Service

privacy of you own home
l A Golden choice of pre-paid funeral
plans available
l Traditional courtesy and conduct throughout
(Opposite the castle Public House)

020 8504 4372 - 020 8559 1979
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Missing Believed Killed
Remembrance of one of our parishioners at Passchendaele

As Remembrance
Sunday beckons,
Adrian Lee discovers
the poignant story of a
former parishioner who
was married in this
church and brought
his baby daughter
here to be baptised.

A

s the nights draw in and
August nears its end,
inevitably the question
arises, will the weather
hold up? For Patrick Fitzgerald
in Belgium 100 years ago the
answer was most definitely not.
Patrick was born during 1885 in
Co. Clare Ireland, son of Charles
Fitzgerald (General Labourer) and
his wife Margaret. The 1901 Irish
Census shows him as a 15 year
old Scholar in the family home,
House 3, Knockdrumleague, Tulla
Co Clare. Also present when Royal
Irish Constabulary Constable 53681
James Carlos enumerated the census were his parents and younger
siblings, Thomas (13) Lena (11) and
James (9).
By 1911 he had left Ireland and
was employed as a Stores Porter
at the large modern London County
Council Asylum at Claybury. The census of that year shows him boarding with fellow Stores Porter William
Robert Johnson and his wife Lillian
in their home at 7, Stoneycroft Road
Woodford Bridge. Sadly there are no
known photographs of him.
At some stage he encountered
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Gladys Billet from Wiltshire who was
a Nurse at the Asylum, and on 9th
November 1914 they were married
in this church by Fr Robert Heywood
OFM. Two children followed, Grace
(1916) and Charles on 25th August
1917 which, considering the events of
26th, was a bitter irony. It meant that
Patrick was unaware he had a son,
and at the Baptism in September,
Gladys was uncertain whether she
still had a husband. The family home
is recorded as 1, Brunel Terrace
Woodford Bridge, and in 1916 at 1,
Belgrave Terrace Woodford Bridge,
which was just across the local
authority boundary in Chigwell.
During May of 1916 Patrick enlisted
in the Army at Woodford and in due
course began training as an infantryman. Although living in Essex, his
initial posting was to the 8th Battalion
Norfolk Regiment as Private 32108,
because when his turn for allocation came, that was where replacement manpower was required. At the
start of the war men could opt to
serve in a particular Regiment or
Corps, but by 1916, the ever increasing casualty lists had rendered such
niceties totally impractical. In a similar “needs must” decision, he would
later be transferred from the Norfolk
Regiment to 1st/7th Battalion of the
Worcestershire Regiment where he
served as Private 41313. This was a
pre war Territorial Battalion which had
been serving on the continent since
arriving at Boulogne on 31st March
1915.
And so in August 1917 some two
months after arriving in France,
Patrick Fitzgerald found himself in
the front line during the Battle of
Langemark, fought in Belgium during 16th and 17th August as part of
the ongoing 3rd Battle of Ypres. This
is better known by the less formal
sounding name of “Passchendaele”.

The Battle of Langemark followed
the earlier Battle of Pilckem Ridge
which began on 31st July. The British
campaign was intended to break
through the German lines, neutralise
the “U” Boat bases on the Belgian
coast which were assailing British
supply convoys, and effectively
drain then push back a demoralised
German army. Although there had
been much detailed planning and
some early success, the Germans
were not as demoralised as reports
suggested. What was unexpected
was the very wet weather in August
which combined with clay soil, the
effects of shelling and damaged
drainage systems, soon turned the
cratered ground into a deadly muddy
obstacle. Against this backdrop,
Patrick Fitzgerald and the rest of 1/7
Worcesters were preparing to fight.
Before dawn on 16th August the
Battalion crossed the Yser canal and
proceded to Kultur Farm. They were
to act in support of 145 Brigade,
attacking near to what was left of the
village of St Julien. Ironically the mud
then became rather kinder to the
attackers; large shells fell in deeply
and so caused fewer casualties.

T

he Battalion was used
in a number of ways to
support and reinforce
the main attackers,
in particular undertaking the
night assault on the well fortified “Maison de Hibou” during 16th/17th. They managed
to gain control of this objective
at their second attempt but with
too few men, and so they were
driven out again by a ferocious
German counter attack. By midnight on 17th, the Battalion was
returning to the British rear positions having been relieved by 1/8
Worcesters.

In keeping with the policy of rotation, on 25th/26th August both 1/7
and 1/8 Worcesters were returned
to the front line, where they manned
positions at Canal Bank, from
Hillocks Farm to beyond The Triangle.
An attack on Langemarck to break
through the German line was planned
for 25th, but increasingly bad weather led to a postponement. Some
men had moved to assembly trenches during the night of 26th/27th,
but if anything the weather became
worse on the night of 26th. To add to
the troops discomfort and apprehension, German artillery were maintaining a steady bombardment of their
front line positions. The Battalion Aid
Post would be established at location
“Alberta” to process casualties.
The attack began on at 13.55
on 27th, with men moving forward
behind a protective creeping artillery
barrage. But some accounts reveal
that having advanced some 50 feet
the soldiers were up to their waists
in water, such was the state of the
sodden crater filled landscape. As
their progress slowed the German
machine gun and small arms fire,
plus artillery shells began taking a toll.
By 23.00 the British line had moved
forward a little and 1/7 Worcesters
were ordered to be relieved. For
78 unfortunate others, their action
was not yet over; they would remain
out in the battlefield until the night
of 28th/29th, not joining their colleagues in camp Dambre near Ypres
until 04.00.
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission records suggest that it
was during the period of preparation
on 26th August that Patrick Fitzgerald
was struck in the arm by shrapnel
from a German shell. He was brought
into a dugout with other wounded
men and left there for a time while
the more serious cases were taken
In Touch 2017 Issue 3

back first. However, when the medical team returned, there was no sign
of him nor any of the other wounded men who had been left there.
He was formally reported initially
as “Wounded” and finally “Missing
Presumed Killed.” He remains unaccounted for to this day.
But heed a word of caution. We
must accept the official date and
account of Patrick’s (literal) loss is
26th August. However, the unusual
circumstances of him going missing
with others are more suggestive of a
fluid and chaotic battlefield scenario
than a period of preparation. It may
be that Patrick indeed went over the
top on 27th August and was wounded
while in action during the fierce fighting of that day, but we do not know.
The subsequent war diary entry only
speaks of seven men missing in the
action. Officially, Patrick Fitzgerald
was missing by the afternoon of 27th
when that attack began, but still the
suspicion remains. The comment on
28th, “Day spent in rest which was
badly needed by all ranks” hints at
what they had just been through.
For Gladys, a new chapter of life
began in 1922 when she married
Herbert Greaves at St Pauls Church,
Woodford Bridge.

cates that she was not a local girl.
Patrick’s parents probably remained
in Ireland and so were unlikely to be
able to help.
Did she receive a war widow’s pension? What happened to those children?

H

opefully,
some
of
these questions will
be answered in our
Christmas edition, and
I would like to enlist the help of
other parishioners: Does anyone
recognise the names of Charles
or Grace Fitzgerald as their relatives? Charles was born on
25th August 1917 and was still
recorded as resident in Chigwell
in 1939, aged 22 years. He may
have enlisted in the Royal Artillery
in 1940. Grace married Walter
Hannah in 1939.
Please send any memories of this
family to editor@myintouch.co.uk
A Mass will be said at St Thomas’s
for Patrick, Gladys and their children on 9th November, their wedding
anniversary

T

he name of Patrick
Fitzgerald appears on
the Woodford Bridge
Roll of Honour, The
Chigwell Memorial Cross (left),
The Memorial Oak Rood Screen
in St Mary’s Anglican Church
Chigwell, in the London County
Council Record of Service, and on
the memorial wall at the Tyne Cot
War Cemetery. I do regret that,
along with a number of other
men and uniquely among local
churches, the place where he
was not remembered is here at
St Thomas of Canterbury.
I am very grateful to Adrian for
supplying this very sad but important
piece of local and church history. I
have become transfixed upon the
other side of the battle: how did
Patrick’s wife survive with two babes
in arms and possibly no other family
support? Research of records indi25

God and the Cosmos
with Brother Guy Consolmagno SJ

B

‘Religion

Fr Austin provides food for thought in time for the
Feast of St Francis 4 October

rother Guy Consolmagno position is Director of
Nicholas of Cusa in
gives me the
SJ is Director of the the Vatican Observatory,
the 15th century. The
Vatican
Observatory, though surprisingly he is
Gregorian
calendar
reason to do
and well known to read- mainly based in Arizona.
established in 1582 was
science’
ers of ‘The Tablet’. He led a Study The Observatory at Castel
based on scientific work
Day on Saturday 10th June at Gandolfo has served well
by Jesuits in the Vatican palthe Catholic Church of Christ the but is now adversely affected by
ace itself. In 1891 Pope Leo
Eternal High Priest, Gidea Park. light pollution, hence the move to the XIII set up the Vatican Observatory
clear skies of Arizona. There, so that the world would know that
His theme was ‘God and
he and his colleagues the Roman Catholic Church does
the Cosmos’, exploring
from the Vatican work science. At present, the
how the immensity
“Astronomy is
and
collaborate Vatican gives half a per
of creation leads
something that feeds our
closely with secu- cent of its budget to
us to become
souls – one of the things that
lar scientists on the study of scimore familiar
the search for ence.
with who God
makes us more than well-fed
a better underis and how
In the aftercows – along with music,
standing of the noon, a whole
God loves us.
dance, literature, prayer. That’s
solar system load of questions
‘By seeing,
why
we
do
astronomy
even
and more gener- were asked on
with the eyes
though people are starving
ally to push the such matters as
of an astronoboundaries of our dark energy, dark
mer, how god has
in the world.”
knowledge of the ori- matter, black holes,
made creation in all
gins and structure of the moon landings and inter-galacits immensity, we can
universe. He emphasised the tic travel. Not surprisingly, a question
become more familiar with
mutual respect and close coopera- was asked about Galileo. Brother
who God is and how God loves us’.
A few parishioners attended tion between religious and non-reli- Guy put the Church’s dealing in the
this remarkable event, not as an gious astronomers where perhaps matter in perspective. Mistakes were
organised group but as individu- some in the audience might expect certainly made in the handling of the
als who knew of the name of Guy there to be tension and disagree- matter but they were an exception to
Consolmagno from his articles in ment. He himself sees no conflict the Church’s long interest in scientific
The Tablet. I and no doubt the others between science and religion
enquiry. The Big Bang theory
were keen to see him and hear what since both are, he says,
which holds sway at preshe had to say about his work. He is “conversations about
ent in scientific thought
an American and while over in this the universe”. God
was predicted about
“Wittgenstein said
country he was invited by Fr Adrian speaks to us through
1927 by a Belgian
that there’s no point
Graffy of Brentwood Diocese to give his creation and
priest
Georges
to a chair without me
doing science in
the “Fifth Gidea Park Study Day”.
Lemaitre Professor
to sit on it. Likewise,
Personally, I was a little afraid of the his view is an act
of Physics at
without God, there
lecture being beyond my understand- of worship.
the University of
He referred to
ing since I have barely a rudimentary
Leuven,
and this is
would be no point to
knowledge of astronomy. However, Genesis and the
only
one
example
of
the universe.”
the talk was very accessible since it basic assumption of
the pursuit of scientific
included much on how Brother Guy philosophers and theolounderstanding by priests
came to get involved with this gians of the Abrahamic faiths
and religious down the ages.
work and join the Jesuits that there are laws and logic in the
Throughout the day, Brother Guy
– largely so that he could operation of the universe. Jewish, conveyed his own delight and enthupursue his passionate Arabs and Christian philosophers in siasm for his work and this also
interest in the subject the mediaeval period were all inter- came over very strongly the following
at the highest level. His ested in this field including Cardinal evening when the TV program The

Sky at Night sent their presenters to
the Vatican Observatory. They took
the line that it was all very surprising
that the Vatican had any interest in
scientific enquiry at all; but they, and
those of us who attended the Study
Day were left in no doubt that the
Vatican Observatory Foundation is on
the cutting edge of scientific research
and pursuit of astronomical knowledge combining with it the sheer
wonder often poetically expressed in
the Scriptures.
“The stars shine joyfully at their
posts; when he calls them, they
answer ‘Here we are’; they shine to
delight their Creator” (Baruch 3:3435).
Brother Guy earned his PhD in
Planetary Science at the University
of Arizona’s Lunar and Planetary
Laboratory in 1978. In 1989, he
entered the Society of Jesus (Jesuits),
and took vows as a brother in 1991.
He was assigned as an astronomer
to the Vatican observatory, where
he served as Curator of the Vatican
meteorite collection. In 2015, he was
awarded the Carl Sagan medal for
public outreach and in 2015, Pope
Francis made him Director of the
Vatican Observatory.
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“If you believe
in God the creator, you
will see everywhere
evidence of his loving
presence. The reason
I believe in God is because I
have experienced the love of
God through family
and so on.”

Francis and
Creation

W

e need myth and
story to help us
focus and to discover our personal i.d.
The pull of family is the probably
the most powerful example. We
are in the midst of the storm of
individualism. There is no doubting that for many the deciding
factor for staying-with is: does this
suit me? This is logical in the context of open-ended searching for
what could be my way - and whilst
there is nothing wrong with my
way - what about the way?
St. Francis’ experience can help us
with so many stories and legends.
From wolves and crickets right through
to sister bodily death, his influence is
there. Those who have taken up the
way of Francis have each their own
unique story to tell. But have we ever
allowed him to die? The memories we
use of him are about joy, spontaneity,
youthful enthusiasm...
We call him Poverello, yet his
Poverty plagues us; not many people
can say that they own a mountain!
We see him as powerless - yet with
free access to Bishop and Pope?
He speaks of almighty God - but as
a helpless child clinging to a human
breast. But that is him - that is his
response. We need to let him go to
have a chance to move from imitation
to our own response.
It is said of Brother Giles grieving
over Francis’ death:

It was hard for him to resign himself
to the certainty that the Poverello
would never again come to visit his
sons in their hermitages. Then suddenly one night in his sleep he saw
the saint. He exclaimed: Father, I wish
I could have a talk with you. Looking
down at him Francis said: If you want
to talk with me, look at yourself.
In other words do not hark to the
past, nor seek counsel from a dead
man. Follow the advice St. Francis
gave just before he died: He covered
the wound in his right side with his
left hand, lest it be seen [as if to
preserve the seal of his own unique
response] and he said to his brothers:
I have done what it was mine to do;
may Christ teach you what you are to
do - 2Cel. 214.
As a man of his time he would have
understood the earth as the centre
of the heavens. The sun revolved
around the earth, and the moon and
stars existed to give evening light.
He was travelling around unaware
of the Arctic or Antarctic, long before
the West ever knew India or China.
For him the centre of the world was
Jerusalem - where the Lord would
take flesh. Yet it makes sense!
For us, our God takes flesh, not
in the centre of the world, nor on
an earth around which everything
revolves, but on the very edge of
the universe, in a cold and draughty
stable. Francis was overwhelmed by
the Lord’s humility, what then about
27

us? It makes no sense, yet it is
real because it is love. We live in
privileged times. We know more
of God than Francis dreamed.
Our God is bigger, our world smaller. We need to learn that love
really is big enough to carry the
freight of daily living. We live in
a violent world, a chaotic and
sceptical world, anxious about
our own small efforts. We must
start where Francis left off. As the
Lord showed me what it was mine
to do; may he show you what is
yours to do.
What I am giving is the reaction of a Franciscan friar to the
inspiring Laudato Si – of Pope
Francis. Laudato Si – taken from
St. Francis’ Canticle of Creation –
a friar who knows very little about
science, other than knowing how
much we owe to those who work
and serve us well in the sciences –
helping us accept responsibility and
respect for something which is much
more, and far more precious than
being simply our play-pen.
Pope Francis, commenting on the
Canticle, says that every individual
part of creation already belongs
before ever we become aware of it. In
Genesis.2.19
So out of the ground the Lord God
formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he
would call them; and whatever the
man called every living creature that
was its name. The man gave names
to all cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every beast of the field…
If you were given this task – to name
every creature – how many volumes of
names would you need? Francis needed only two names: sister and brother.
He said the whole world is my friary
– the place where sisters and brothers live; and this because the Word
through whom all is made, made himself known to Francis as Friar Christ.
Francis was no theologian – perhaps
he was a vernacular theologian – intuiting that if the Word of God, from
whom all comes calls me his brother,
then everything that comes from that
same Word must have the same relationships – sisters and brothers of one
28

Father who is Abba. [All Creatures of
our God and King…!!!]
Life is infinitely diverse, interdependent and vulnerable. The fact that
we are all creatures of the Creator
means that we are fundamentally
equal, but never the same – God
does not create copies. This is the
basic element of our belonging –
equal but not the same – not simply
good sociology but what it means
to be in the image of God – three
persons, one God, who are equal
but not the same. Remembering this
basis for unity – unity in diversity – we
can immediately appreciate how creation was crying-out for someone like
Francis to recognise and respect this.
As to the why of all this – why
is there something and not nothing
– Franciscan tradition responds [via
Duns Scotus] God creates a world of
creatures with the Incarnation in mind.
No matter how we view the significance of sin – which is undeniably very
real – in no way can it be the cause of
the Incarnation. It was ever God’s plan
to become part of creation. When God
gave us the task of bringing creation
to completion: to bring what is created
and what is uncreated into total intimacy, was God backing a loser – with
our track record?
The answer would have to be yes –
unless there is something more. It was
always God’s plan to become part of

creation – in fact creation exists
only because of this. Many ask will
creation ever achieve its purpose
of becoming one with its Creator.
St. Francis reminds us that it has
already done so. In Jesus we have
what is created – his humanity;
and what is uncreated - his divinity totally and harmoniously one.
What is already in him is the destiny of all creation. God’s eternal
desire is to be loved worthily by one
who is not God – Creation is where
and how this happens, the place
where the Word becomes flesh,
Creation, where the Incarnation
was at home during Jesus’ lifetime.
St. Bonaventure draws our
attention to one God in three
persons – showing how goodness
originates from the Father, finds
expression through the Word
made flesh – God knowing who God
is, in the intense intimacy of the
mutual love between them – the Holy
Spirit. It is this very love-life that God
desires to share appropriately with all
that is not God. Every creature carries
in its own unique way this hall-mark
of where it comes from and where it
is going. This has already happened.
In the Incarnation, the Word made
flesh, we have the divinity of Jesus
bringing to us this revelation of where
we come from and where we are
going. In his humanity we have the
perfect receiving of this gift with its
proper response. Jesus is at once the
giver and the receiver.
But let’s locate ourselves. We know
that Jesus is a good person, who
devoted his life to the well-being of
others. Do we consciously – that
is has it made a difference to us –
believe he is this living Word of God
here and now among us; that the new
heaven and earth Scripture speaks
of involves the earth we already know
something about? Bonaventure
helps again – telling us that Creation
is how God communicates through
love. He calls Creation Carmen Dei
– God’s Song. He says that before
sin arrived Creation was like a book,
and by reading it we could come to
an awareness of God. Sin made this
book unintelligible.
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A Passage to India
In July, Felicity Bourdillon and her fellow students from St Edmund’s
College visited India. She shares some vivid memories with us.....

A

t the end of Year 12 at
St Edmunds’ College,
I joined the school’s
annual visit to India
which is widely regarded as a
memorable life experience for
the many students who have
gone in previous years and was
very much such an experience
for me last July. The two-week
trip provided an amazing opportunity to immerse myself in the
country’s traditions and culture.
While in India, we stayed in
Bengaluru, a crowded and bustling city, filled with excitement
and extreme poverty.
We visited the children of schools
in under-privileged areas and it was
very satisfying to deliver school
bags filled with stationery and toys
for the children that was so much
appreciated and for which we had
fund-raised back home. Their school
was small and ill-equipped. In previous years, the students from St
Edmunds’ College had raised money
to enhance the school environment
with chairs and had even created
flooring in the playground so the children could be more comfortable and
safe in their studies and play. Seeing
how happy the children were, regardless of their impoverished situation,
was truly heart-warming and made
us as a group, feel a sense of thankfulness for all we had and how fortunate we are with our lives in the UK.
We were also able to spend a day at
Bishop Cotton school which was an
amazing school with huge facilities
and wealth; a massive contrast to the
schools in the less developed areas
that we saw.
Beyond schools, we visited a local
village to experience home-life and
we were entertained with tribal dancing and the traditions that had been
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carried on through many past generations. It was fascinating to see the
passion they had for their culture and
how proud they were of their heritage.
On the trip we were taken on a safari,
where we saw tigers, elephants and
lions close-up, which was a very rare
and thrilling opportunity.
Religion is such an important part
of India’s culture, which was demonstrated by the strict and impressive
rituals which we witnessed when visiting the temples and observing the
monks and people deep in prayer
and worship. The temples were stunning in their architecture and colourful décor, filled with elaborate designs
and sculptures. During the course of
the trip we travelled on trains which
were very different from my beloved
London Underground and we spent
a night travelling on a sleeper train,
which was an uncomfortable experience, never to be forgotten! The train
was dark, very cosy and after half an
hour of uneasiness, tiredness got the
better of us all and we all fell asleep.
At the end of the trip we experienced the illuminations at the Mysore
Palace which was so mesmerising
and a very special way to end the trip,
before flying back to England.
The trip overall, was a huge culture
shock but memorable and definitely
was a ‘once in a lifetime experience’.
In Touch 2017 Issue 3
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