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On 13 March 2013 the Jesuit 
Cardinal, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, was 
elected Pope. In this issue we cel-
ebrate the anniversary of his election. 
Jerry Crowley analyses his first encyc-
lical, Evangelii Gaudium, and Soledad 
Muñiz tells of his life and works as 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires. 

Over the past 12 months we have 
observed the influence of Saint 
Francis of Assisi on the life of Pope 
Francis. As to the influence of the 
founder of the Jesuit Order, St Ignatius 
of Loyola, the more perceptive might 
observe the subtlety so familiar to the 
Jesuits. Rome was not changed in a 
day, to coin the phrase; it takes time. 
But almost in a day Pope Francis 
did make an enormous change by 
a subtle move that has caught the 
media napping.

Has he liberalised any of the core 
values of the faith? Certainly not! 
But what he has done is to suggest 
in a very clever way that he is to be 
a liberal Pope. He simply criticized 
the negative focus of the Church, 
its obsession with doctrine and the 
monarchical nature of the papacy 
and suggested that the focus of the 
Church’s mission should be on the 
poor. He proposed that the Church 
should not only have a mission to the 

From the 
Editor’s 
desk

poor but should be poor. Poor in the 
way the cardinals, bishops and cler-
gy live and he has set the example. 

Herein is the subtlety. While he 
was seen rightly to criticize the 
Church, he was also taking a swipe 
at the media, for it was the media 
that was obsessed with scandal 
and the oppressive nature of the 
Church’s doctrines. Now the media 
focus is on the change in the Church 
and the liberal Pope; they have been 
conned.  

The first part of this year, in the 
UK at least, has seen nothing but 
rain and serious flooding in plac-
es where it has never happened 
before. Other parts of the world 
have seen unusual drought, freez-
ing weather and excessive heat. 
There is no doubt that the whole 
world is being affected by climate 
change. Whether human activity 
is speeding this up or not is irrel-
evant since it is inevitable that the 
world’s climate will change as the 
sun gradually expires. Some sug-
gest that this will happen in only a 
thousand years from now and that 
would mean the end of humanity on 
this planet. 

I have received many jokes about 
Noah’s Ark in the light of the flood-
ing but those who sent them don’t 
know how close they are to real-
ity. A wooden ark is no longer what 
will save humanity from extinction. 
What has now to be created are sev-
eral of Noah’s intergalactic space 
ships, each large enough to take the 
entire population of Birmingham. 
The main obstacle is to solve the 
problem of maintaining the energy 
production for all needs, in particu-
lar for powering the space-ship and 
sustaining life from generation to 
generation. Farfetched, I hear you 
say, but already a small group of 
people are on a ten year prepara-
tory course for a one way ticket into 
space. And the energy problem; just 
wait and see; the answer is not far 
away. Humans can only survive by 
becoming intergalactic travellers. 

Meanwhile on planet earth the 
Middle East wars may well bring 
an end to humanity long before the 
sun’s energy expires.  LMR

 In 2010 a remarkable paint-
ing by Marc Chagall (1887-
1985) found its way to 
London. Previously kept by 

the artist until his death in 1985 
and then sold by Chagall’s son 
to a private collector, the pen-
cil, ink and gouache work, titled 
Apocalypse in Lilac, Capriccio (fig-
ure 1), had remained unknown 
to the art world until it was pur-
chased by the Ben Uri Gallery. 
It presents a deeply personal 
response to the Holocaust cen-
tred on a depiction of the cruci-
fied Christ as a representative of 
the persecuted European Jewry. 
Here in Britain at last was an 
example of Chagall’s oft repeat-
ed use of the crucifixion as a 
symbol of the atrocious suffering 
inflicted upon the Jewish peo-
ple. The painting prompted fresh 
questions about the reasons 
why Jewish artists were drawn 
to the image of the crucifixion 
and about what this iconography 
might mean for Christians as they 
encounter such artworks.

Chagall had grown up as an ortho-
dox Jew in the midst of the rich visu-
al culture of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. He found the figure of Christ 
a compelling image and wrote that he 
had been ‘haunted for a long time by 
the pale face of Jesus.’ He had first 
portrayed the crucifixion as early as 
1912 in his cubist painting Dedicated 
to Christ, also known as Golgotha 
(figure 2), following the pogrom in 
his native Russia a few years earlier. 
And during his long career, he was to 
return to the subject over a hundred 
times. Unsurprisingly, it was during 
the period of Nazi power that his most 
intense and haunting images were 
painted. His most famous works, the 
White Crucifixion of 1938 (figure 3) 
and theYellow Crucifixion of 1943 
(figure 4) both integrate portrayals of 
Christ suspended on the cross as a 

symbol of generalised Jewish anguish 
with specific historical references to 
the plight of his co-religionists caught 
up in the chaos and horror of the 
Holocaust. These works present what 
has been described as ‘exemplary 
Jewish martyrology’ through which the 
artist is ‘raising the shrieks of the 
dying and the horror of death into the 
realm of legend.’

Chagall’s crucifixion scene 
Apocalypse in Lilac, Capriccio, with 
which we started, dates from 1945 
and may be, regarded as his most 
austere and troubling response to 
Jewish suffering. The tone of terror 
and discord in the work is registered 
through his uncharacteristic use of 

a restrained palette that combines a 
pallid mauve wash with dense black 
ink. It is an image of trauma and 
grief, the Nazi with the serpentine 
tail seeking to remove the ladder that 
would allow Christ’s deposition from 
the cross and all around fearsome 
references to the conflagration of the 
European Jewry. For these people 
time had run out, conveyed by the dis-
torted clock in the upper right of the 
picture, its hour and minute hands 
displaced to one side and above it the 
word Apocalypse written in Russian. 
The raw urgency of Christ’s naked 
androgynous form, taken with the 

nakedness of the victims presented 
in the lower part of the painting, sym-
bolises the unity of Christ’s suffering 
with that of the Jewish people. The 
faiint outline of a rooster, drawn in 
pencil through Christ’s body (probably 
part of a preparatory sketch during 
which Chagall contemplated merging 
Christ’s form with a chicken), links 
Jesus’ execution to the traditional 
offering of a hen or rooster before 
the Day of Atonement as a sacrifice 
for sins. However, this is not a por-
trayal of an atoning death. Here, as in 
his other crucifixion scenes, Chagall 
presents Jesus not as the redeemer 
of Christian theology but the eternally 
suffering Christ who remains nailed to 

the cross.
This adoption of the cen-

tral motif of a religious tra-
dition that had been such 
a long standing source of 
contempt and persecution 
for the Jewish people is 
indeed remarkable. The 
Jewish artistic incorpora-
tion of the crucified Christ 
involved engagement 
with a profound taboo for 
it involved borrowing ico-
nography from the heart of 
their oppressors’ cultural 
inheritance. Chagall him-
self was well aware of this 

when he stated that ‘images of Christ 
are tough for a Jewish audience to 
swallow.’ However, as we have seen, 
these are complex images in which 
Jesus is portrayed as a Jewish fig-
ure. This identity is conveyed through 
both historical elements such as the 
Jewish prayer shawl Jesus is wrapped 
in and the phylacteries (containing 
small parchment scrolls with verses 
from the Torah) he wears on his head 
and arms in several of Chagall’s other 
crucifixion scenes. Chagall also and 
at the same time depicts Jesus as 
an a-historic Jewish iconic figure and 
in this way is able to appropriate 

and place him in various real-world 
situations. Perhaps then the biggest 
challenges emerging from Chagall’s 
crucifixion scenes are not for Jewish 
people but for Christians. 

Jewish depictions of the crucifix-
ion, such as those produced by Marc 
Chagall, may present a perspec-
tive on the crucifixion that is unfa-
miliar, ambiguous and disorientat-
ing. However, I would like to suggest 
that these works offer an important 
resource for Christian ethics and the-
ology. For such unnerving images are 
meditations on suffering which surely 
communicate something important 
about both human experience and 
the reality of God. And in reflecting 
on the depiction of suffering that they 
present there may be important les-
sons for Jewish-Christian relations.

Most obviously Chagall presents 
a portrait of Jesus as a representa-
tive of Jewish suffering. And here the 
paradox of the church’s relationship 
with its Jewish inheritance is exposed. 
For although Christians have no rela-
tionship with God except by becom-
ing entangled with God’s covenantal 
partner, Israel, the history of super-
cessionism, (i.e. Christianity replacing 
Judaism) oppression, and maltreat-
ment visited by the church on the 
Jewish people betrays a rejection of 
its origins. During the Holocaust the 
church was, in the main, silent in the 
face of the atrocious suffering being 
inflicted on the Jewish people. Chagall 

Encounters with Marc Chagall’s  
crucifixion scenes By Andrew Williams

FIGURE 1. Marc Chagall, Apocalypse 
in Lilac, Capriccio, 1945-7. Gouache, 
pencil and ink on paper. Ben Uri 
Collection, London.

FIGURE 2.Marc Chagall, Golgotha, 1912. Oil 
on canvas.Museum of Modern Art, New York.
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was fully conscious of this fact 
and followed the pattern of other 
Jewish artists in using Christian 
iconography to both indict the 
church and arouse its empathy. 

Although Chagall’s attempt to 
awaken the Christian world to the 
suffering of the European Jewry 
aroused a feeble response at the 
time, the Holocaust was to trig-
ger a significant rethink within the 
church about its doctrine and prac-
tice in relation to its Jewish roots. 
This has led both to acknowledge-
ment of its contribution to the 
horrors experienced by the Jews 
(although as yet with no formal 
repentance or statement of apology) 
and a re-examination of the Jewish 
position regarding Jesus. Reflection of 
suffering has been a key element of 
this and it is here that Chagall’s paint-
ings have made a contribution. 

The Jewish thinker Martin Buber 
pointed to the truth Chagall conveyed 
through paint: ‘We know more deeply, 
more truly, that world history has not 
been turned upside down to its very 
foundations - that the world is not 
yet redeemed. We sense its unre-
deemedness.’ A Christian response 
to this requires a broadening of the 
theological compass from the nar-
row focus on Easter jubilation which 
sometimes dominates the church’s 
narrative. Such a move shifts the 
focus in Christian thought onto what 
is still to be unfolded through Christ’s 
redemptive work in establishing the 
kingdom of God on earth. Thus in 
affirming a faith in the Jesus portrayed 
by Chagall, Christians declare open-
ness to a messianic future that is yet 
to come. Significantly this eschatologi-
cal dimension to our faith presents an 
important point of contact with Jewish 
thought for it renders Christians and 
Jews as ‘partners in waiting.’

Engagement with Chagall’s cruci-
fixion images may also present to 
Christians some insight into the 
nature of divine suffering. We encoun-
ter in these paintings an innocent Jew 
who dies isolated and abandoned 
and with no certainty of resurrection. 
Chagall’s paintings frequently con-
tained a destabilised ladder dooming 
Christ to remain on the cross and thus 

calling in to doubt the redemptive 
purposes of the crucifixion. In the con-
text of the Holocaust, the cross, for 
Chagall, functions not as an answer 
to the atrocity but as a profound and 
disturbing critique of the assumptions 
that had been made about suffering 
and redemption. The church has had 
a tendency to valorise suffering, espe-
cially the suffering of Christ, because 
of its understanding of the resurrec-
tion. Yet Chagall’s Christ severs the 
essential continuity between cross 
and resurrection. 

In reflecting on the challenges pre-
sented by Chagall’s crucifixion scenes 
we may, as Christians, choose to 
revisit the cry of abandonment that 
Jesus uttered from the cross. Jesus’ 
desolate words of forsakenness are 
so often glossed over by Christians 
or turned into a call of trust in God. 
Yet the dereliction of Jesus as he 
enters the agony of total brokenness 
is surely at the heart of an orthodox 
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Christian understanding of the 
incarnation where God’s self is 
fully aligned with the predicament 
of humanity. Thus the portrayal 
in art of a forsaken Jesus without 
hope or help may in fact provide 
one of the most intense and com-
pelling visions of Deus est nobis, 
God for us. Chagall wrote that 
‘Christ is a poet, one of the great-
est, through the incredible, irra-
tional manner of taking pain on 
himself.’ We must be careful not 
to christianise his intentions here 

for Chagall would have seen Jesus 
as a pointer to Israel as the ‘suffering 
servant’ of Isaiah’s prophecy. Yet if the 
identity of the servant of God is left 
open, as is increasingly happening in 
post-Holocaust biblical exegesis, per-
haps Chagall’s Christ’s can be taken 
as both God’s beloved people Israel 
and his only son Jesus? This may then 
be another way in which this great 
painter’s art provides a resource for 
rethinking Jewish-Christian relations. 

The Holocaust may be described 
as a revelation. It revealed the tragedy 
of human treachery and grief and, 
for many, revealed the darkness or 
hiddenness of God. If this is the case 
perhaps Chagall’s crucifixion imag-
es are windows onto that revelation. 
They disturb, challenge and arrest us. 
Yet, they are, I suggest, also images 
that comment in a profound, highly 
imaginative and affective way on the 
scandal of the cross. They confront 
Christian viewers with a contempo-
rary Golgotha, unsettling our passage 
from Good Friday to Easter Sunday 
and reminding us of our vulnerability 
and responsibility for compassionate 
engagement with the other, not least 
the Jewish people. And in all this, 
could these works also speak to us of 
the mysterious fullness of God’s love 
for the world, in the act of creating 
diversity, in the depths of its entangle-
ment with human pain and in its 
future fulfilment at the end of time?
The Revd Andrew Williams is the 
University Faith Advisor at Kingston 
University and curate at All Hallows 
Twickenham.

FIGURE 3. Marc Chagall, White 
Crucifixion, 1938. Oil on canvas.

The Art Institute of Chicago.

FIGURE 4. Marc Chagall. Yellow 
Crucifixion, 1943.Oil on canvas. 
Centre George Pompidou, Paris.
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much about getting the mixture really 
even, this is actually a rustic dish and 
works well with an uneven texture. 
The mixture can also be made in a 
food processor if you have one, just 
be careful not to over process.

2 Stir in the oats and fruits if using 

3 Sprinkle a good, thick layer of 
crumble topping over the fruit. The 
layer needs to be about half of that 
of the fruit; too thick and it will not 
cook right through. 

4 Put the dish in to the preheated 
oven, preheated to 180º C/ Gas 5 
and bake until golden and you can 
just see the fruit bubbling through, 
this should take about 40-50 
minutes depending on the fruit used. 
Certain firm fruits such as rhubarb 
should be partially cooked first.

5 Take the crumble from the oven 
and leave to stand for 5 minutes 
then serve with custard, cream or  
vanilla ice cream

Flapjacks
175g butter
175g golden syrup
175g muscovado or demerera sugar
350g porridge oats

bution to our protein intake.
Low-carbohydrate diets usually 

involve cutting out most wholegrain 
foods and tend to be higher in fat. 
Unfortunately the body can only store 
carbohydrate in limited amounts in 
the liver and muscles and our diets 
must provide enough to meet our 
daily needs.
Heart health 
Oats are a wholegrain and studies 
show that people with a greater who-
legrain intake have a reduced risk of 
heart disease when compared with 
low wholegrain consumers.

Research shows that eating just 
three servings of wholegrain a day 
may help to reduce the risk of heart 
disease by up to 30% as part of a 
healthy diet and lifestyle.

Also, oats contain beta-glucan, a 
soluble fibre that has been shown to 
actively lower cholesterol, which may 
reduce the risk of heart disease.
Weight management
Oats may contribute to achieving and 
maintaining a healthy weight, as they 
are typically low in fat, contain fibre 
and tend to have a low glycaemic 
index (GI), meaning they tend to be 
absorbed and digested more slowly, 
releasing energy slowly - helping you 
feel fuller for longer. Studies show 
that people who eat wholegrain foods 
such as oats are less likely to gain 
weight over time.
Digestion
Wholegrains such as oats contain 
fibre, which is important for maintain-
ing a healthy digestive system. When 
fibre passes through the bowel, it 
absorbs a lot of water and increases 

the bulk of any waste matter that 
leaves your body. Fibre helps speed 
the passage of waste material through 
the digestive system, giving potentially 
harmful substances less time to linger 
in the bowel and ensuring regular 
bowel movements.

 
A Few Quick Serving Ideas
A great way to start your day is to add 
your favourite nuts and fruits to a pip-
ing hot bowl of porridge.

Oatmeal cookies and flapjacks are 
a favourite for kids of all ages.

Add oat flour or whole oats the 
next time you make bread, muffins or 
crumbles

Sprinkle oat bran on your hot or 
cold cereal.

Perfect porridge Serves 1

50g porridge oats
350ml milk or water, or a mixture of both
Greek yogurt, thinned with a little milk 
and clear honey, to serve

1 Put the oats in a saucepan, pour 
in the milk or water and sprinkle 
in a pinch of salt. Bring to the boil 
and simmer for 4-5 minutes, stirring 
from time to time and watching 
carefully that it doesn’t stick to the 
bottom of the pan. Or you can try 
this in a microwave. Mix the oats, 
milk or water and a pinch of salt in 
a large microwave-proof bowl, then 
microwave on High for 5 minutes, 
stirring halfway through. Leave to 
stand for 2 minutes before eating.

2 To serve. Pour into bowl, spoon 
yogurt on top and drizzle with honey.

3 Variations of above: serve with 
seasonal poached fruit or sliced 
banana and sprinkle with seeds.

Bircher Muesli was developed around 
1900 by Swiss physician Maximilian 
Bircher-Brenner for his patients and is 

They are smaller than jumbo flakes 
therefore, so cook quicker and make 
a finer, smoother porridge.
Uses: tend to be used for the sin-
gle-serve sachet products found in 
supermarkets. Use a mix of jumbo 
and rolled oats to make biscuits, oat-
cakes, cereal bars or flapjacks.
Oatmeal
This is made by using grooved rolls to 
break up the oats to produce differ-
ent grades of oatmeal, from coarse 
oatmeal (steel cut/pinhead oats), to 
medium or fine oatmeal.

 Until rolled oats were introduced, 
porridge was traditionally made with 
oatmeal. It takes longer to cook and 
usually has a much thicker texture 
compared to rolled oats.
Uses: use for biscuits, oatcakes, 
scones and crumble toppings.
Oat flour
Finer than oatmeal, this is made by 
grinding and sieving oats. As with 
oatmeal, the flour can be coarse, 
medium or fine.
Uses: use for making bread or cakes.

Oats health benefits
Oats have long been associated with 
a healthy diet and lifestyle and have 
many nutritional benefits for the 
whole family.
Importance of carbohydrate
Wholegrain oats are a great source of 
carbohydrate, which is an important 
source of energy for the body. All car-
bohydrates are ultimately converted 
to, and absorbed into the blood in the 
form of glucose, which is the brain’s 
preferred source of fuel. In addition 
oats can also make a valuable contri-
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Oats, known scientifically as Avena 
sativa, are a hardy cereal grain able 
to withstand poor soil conditions 
in which other crops are unable to 
thrive. Oats gain part of their distinc-
tive flavour from the roasting process 
that they undergo after being har-
vested and cleaned. Although oats 
are then hulled, this process does not 
strip away their bran and germ allow-
ing them to retain a concentrated 
source of their fibre and nutrients. 
Different types of processing are then 
used to produce the various types 
of oat products, which are gener-
ally used to make breakfast cereals, 
baked goods and stuffing.
The different types of oats
Do you know your pinhead from your 
jumbo or your oatmeal from your 
rolled?

Here’s an explanation of the dif-
ferent types of oats to ensure you’re 
oat-savvy next time you shop!

Steel cut (pinhead) oats
These are whole oats that have sim-
ply been cut into two or three pieces 
by steel cutters to produce rough, 
coarse oatmeal.
Uses: use for oatcakes and the tradi-
tional way of making porridge.
Jumbo rolled oats/flakes
These are whole oats that have been 
softened with steam and then flattened 
between rollers to produce flakes.
Uses: use raw in muesli, or to make 
thick porridge
Rolled oats
These are steel cut oats (pinhead) 
that have been softened with steam 
and then rolled to produce flakes. 

still a very popular breakfast through-
out Switzerland and Germany. A soak 
time of 30-60 minutes seems to suf-
fice when using quick oats, although 
I still prefer to prepare it the night 
before so that I don’t have to wait for 
breakfast in the morning! 

Bircher Muesli Serves: 2-3

75g rolled or quick oats
200ml milk
30ml apple juice
1 tablespoons lemon juice
1 small apple, cored and grated with 
the peel
1 tablespoon honey
150g plain yogurt
A pinch of cinnamon (optional)
Toppings: your favorite fresh and/or 
dried fruit, nuts, toasted coconut, etc.

1 Combine oats, milk, apple juice 
and lemon juice and let leave 
overnight in the refrigerator.

2 In the morning add the grated 
apple, honey (to taste), yogurt, and 
cinnamon, if desired, and mix well.

3 Top with your favorite fruits and nuts.

Notes * If you are short on time in 
the mornings, you can add the grated 
apple the night before to save a few 
minutes.

Fruit Crumble Serves 3 - 4

450g prepared fruit of your choice – 
apples, plums - with sugar to taste
115 g cold butter, diced
115 g demerara sugar
175 g plain flour
60 g rolled oats 
55g mixed dried fruits and nuts – 
optional

1 Rub the butter in to the flour and 
sugar until you have a very coarse 
sand-like mixture. Don’t worry too 

Mary 
Knights

Cooking 
with

Submissions to Mary Knights c/o the 
editor 72 Malvern Drive IG8 0JP 

or email recipes@myintouch.co.uk

Please send in any recipes of your own 
making that you have enjoyed. See that 
the quantities of ingredients are clearly 
stated and only send in recipes that you 

have tried and tested. 

Awesome   ats
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1/2½ lemon, finely grated zest
Pinch ground ginger
 
1 Preheat the oven to 150C Gas 2 
and line a 20cm square baking tin 
with baking paper.

2 Melt the butter in a medium pan 
over a low heat. Dip a brush in the 
butter and brush the baking tin with 
a little bit of it. Add the golden syrup 
and sugar to the butter and heat 
gently. Once the sugar is dissolved 
and the butter is melted, remove 
the pan from the heat and stir in the 
porridge oats, lemon zest and ginger.

3 Pack the mixture into the baking 
tin and press down. Bake in the oven 
for 40 minutes.

4 Once cooked, remove from the 
oven, leave to cool for 15 minutes, 
then turn out on to a chopping board 
and cut into squares.

5 These flapjacks are delicious in 
a packed lunch or as a grab-and-go 
breakfast.

Cranachan Serves 4 - 6

This traditional Scottish dessert of 
oats, cream, whisky and raspberries 
is a delicious alternative to trifle.

570ml double cream
85g porridge oats
5 tbsp whisky
3 tbsp honey
450g  raspberries
fresh mint, to garnish

1 Toast the oats in a frying pan, 
being careful not to burn them. 

2 Lightly whip the cream until it 
reaches the soft peak stage, then 
fold in the whisky, honey, oatmeal 
and raspberries. 

3 Serve in dessert glasses garnished 
with a few raspberries and mint.

For more information contact Joanna Jarvis or Mary Matthews 
CAFOD Brentwood, Chigwell Convent, 803 Chigwell Road, Woodford Bridge, IG8 8AU  

Telephone 020 85029722 
Email brentwood@cafod.org.uk /facebook.com/cafodbrentwood 

Participants under 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult.£6 registration fee for entrants.  

Lee Valley Park             
Sunday 18th May 

PEDAL AGAINST POVERTY 

Charity number: 285776 

Longer 19 mile return ride from  
Ponders End Lock to Broxbourne or 
Shorter 10 mile route for families  

from Cheshunt to Broxbourne return 
with a  picnic stop for all at           

Broxbourne 

TAKE THE PLUNGE  
110FT SPONSORED ABSEIL 
HARLOW WATER TOWER 

Sunday 4th May 
Participants must be over 16 years but no upper age limit! 

£30 participation fee. Organised by the Harlow Tye Rotary Club 

 Events 2014 

HUNGRY FOR CHANGE FAMILY WALK  
Picnic and children’s treasure trail at 

Hanningfield Reservoir  

on Weds 9th April  
in solidarity with the 1 in 8 people 
who go to bed hungry each night. 

Meeting at the visitor centre at 11 am. 
NO need to book just turn up with your picnic.  

(Fully accessible—sorry no dogs) 

Hannnigfield Reservoir, Hawkswood Road, Downham, Billericay,Essex  CM11 1WT 

Father Austin has kindly agreed to 
allow me to host a summer music 
festival at St Thomas’. There are cur-
rently two events planned for the 
Parish to enjoy:  

On Saturday July 5th, Monsieur 
Didier Henruyen, the Master Organist 
of Boulogne Cathedral, will give an 
organ recital in the church, after 6pm 
Mass.  

Mr Henruyen has played at cathe-
drals throughout Europe, but not yet 
in the UK. We are delighted that 
he will make his British debut at St 
Thomas’ of Canterbury.  This event 
has attracted local sponsorship and 
is therefore free of charge for parish-
ioners

On Saturday, July 12th, the Aurelian 
Ensemble will present a promenade 
concert of popular classical music 

The view from the 
organ loft by Kathryn Wilson

(with audience participation) to cel-
ebrate Sea Sunday.

All profits from the concert will be 
donated to the Parish ‘Jumbulance’ 
appeal.  

We hope to see many of you at 
both events

Ann Farmer’s Corner

That Sunday Morning
When the first gleam of daylight
Illumined the hill
Where the Son of Man had hung
So stark and so chill,
His foes still slumbered
While his friends prayed on
For strength to follow
Where their Lord had gone;

And while disciples waited
Behind walls of clay,
White light radiated
Like dawn of Heaven’s day;
Time’s cave yawned open
And the icy bonds of death
Were melted with the moisture
Of angels’ breath.

While the sky yet lowered
With forbidding cloud,

New life awakened
And the bold cock crowed;
The stiff flesh softened,
The limbs grew warm,
And hempen leaves on hanging tree
Rustled with impending storm.

In the deep wells of darkness
In that lonely cave
The one they awaited
Was still waiting to save,
And in the deep silence 
The angels heard start
The sound of love beating
In God’s human heart;

And the beating grew stronger
As all unseen,
Love slowly conquered
Where death had been.
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Hum   urHum   ur
By Jo King

I was testing children in my Dublin 
Sunday school class to see if they 
understood the concept of getting 
to heaven. 

I asked them, ‘If I sold my house 
and my car, had a big garage sale 
and gave all my money to the church, 
would that get me into heaven?’

‘NO! ‘the children answered.
‘If I cleaned the church every day, 

mowed the lawn, and kept everything 

tidy, would that get me into heaven? 
Again, the answer was ‘NO!’ 
‘If I gave sweets to all the children 

and loved my husband, would that 
get me into heaven?’ 

Again, they all answered ‘NO!’ 
I was just bursting with pride for 

them. I continued, ‘Then how can I 
get into heaven?’ 

A little boy shouted out: “YUV 
GOTTA BE FOOKN’ DEAD....”

Due to current 
economic conditions, 
the light at the end of 
the tunnel has been 
turned off.

12 

And Finally. . .

Teacher: Clyde, your composition on 
‘My Dog’ is exactly the same as your 

brother’s. Did you copy his?
Clyde: No, sir. It’s the same dog.

Teacher: Harold, what do  
you call a person who keeps on  

talking when people are no longer 
interested?

Harold: A teacher...

Teacher: Now, Simon, 
tell me frankly, do you say prayers 

before eating?
Simon: No sir, I don’t have to, my 

Mom is a good cook.

Children Are Quick

And while on the subject of teachers and bright children this 
is a true story as related by an Irish Sunday School teacher.

A little girl was watching her parents 
dress for a party. When she saw her 
dad donning his tuxedo, she warned, 
‘Daddy, you shouldn’t wear that suit.’

‘And why not, darling?’
‘You know that it always gives you 

a headache the next morning.’

While walking along the sidewalk in 
front of his church, a minister heard 
the intoning of a prayer that nearly 
made his collar wilt. His 5-year-old 
son and his playmates had found 
a dead robin. Feeling that proper 
burial should be performed, they 
had secured a small box, then dug 
a hole and made ready for the dis-
posal of the deceased.

The minister’s son was chosen to 
say the appropriate prayers and with 
sonorous dignity intoned his version 
of what he thought his father always 
said: ‘Glory be unto the Faaather, 
and unto the Sonnn, and into the 
hole he goooes.’ 

A little girl had just finished her first 
week of school. ‘I’m just wasting my 
time,’ she said to her mother. ‘I can’t 
read, I can’t write, and they won’t let 
me talk!’

A little boy opened the big fam-
ily Bible. He was fascinated as he 
fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly, something fell out. He 
picked it up and looked at it.. What 
he saw was an old leaf that had 
been pressed in between the pages.

‘Mama, look what I found,’ the 
boy called out...

‘What have you got there, dear?’
With astonishment in the young 

boy’s voice, he answered, ‘I think it’s 
Adam’s underwear!’

An elderly lady called 999 on her 
mobile phone to report that her car has 
been broken into. She is hysterical as 
she explains her situation to the desk 
officer: “They’ve stolen the stereo, the 
steering wheel, the brake pedal and 
even the accelerator!” she cried. 

The desk officer said, “Stay calm. 
An officer is on the way.” 

A few minutes later, the officer 
radios in. “Disregard,” he says. “She 
got in the back-seat by mistake.” 

FOR SALE BY OWNER Complete set 
of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 vol-
umes. Excellent condition, £200 or 
best offer. No longer needed, got 
married, wife knows everything.
 
FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER
8 years old, Hateful little b*****d.   
Bites!
 
FREE PUPPIES Mother is a Kennel 
Club registered German Shepherd.
Father is a Super Dog, able to leap 
tall fences in a single bound.

COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED Also 
1 gay bull for sale.

JOINING NUDIST COLONY!
Must sell washer and dryer £100..

WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE...
Worn once by mistake. Call Stephanie 

These are classified small ads which were actually placed in 
U.K. newspapers:Call and talk to one of our friendly professional team

CARE VISITS AT HOME
We care passionately

www.bluebirdcare.co.uk

Regulated by the Care Quality Commission and member of UKHCA

Essex West
Tel: 01277 230763 
New North House, 78 Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9BB
Email:essexwest@bluebirdcare.co.uk

Redbridge
Tel: 0208 989 8444 
137 George Lane, South Woodford, London, E18 1AN
Email: redbridge@bluebirdcare.co.uk 

 

What we o�er
We o�er everything from personal care to 
shopping, cleaning or social visits. In fact 
everything you need to stay in the comfort of 
your own home.

Alternative
Bluebird Care o�ers a realistic cost e�ective 
alternative to residential care. With familiar 
friends, relatives and possessions around, 
Bluebird Care ‘just happens’.

Our sta�
Our sta� are caring, trained to give medication 
and police checked.
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ries (which have medicinal 
properties of their own), 
together with a base spirit 
probably made from corn 
or barley.  This did the trick.  
Sales soared and so did 
reported cases of illnesses, 
with queues forming out-
side pharmacies, eager to 
try this new ‘wonder’ medi-
cine.  Demand was so high 
that privateer distilleries 
opened, and an alcoholic 
drink was produced (that 
was non-medicinal), and 
that could be purchased in 
normal retail outlets in the 
Dutch high street.  Gin was 
starting to take off.

The next milestone 
concerns the Thirty Years 
war, where English troops 
fought alongside Dutch 
allies in the campaign.  
A report from an English 
captain read. “They (the 

Dutch) fight and accomplish ground 
daily. Their soldiers fight ferociously 
and in union, with no quarter given.  
My honour is to be alongside them.”  
The Dutch soldiers’ ‘Dutch Courage’ 
was attributable to the alcoholic drink 
(known afterwards as gin) that they 
carried in flasks, attached by leather 
or hemp stockings to their belts.  After 
the war, British soldiers returning to 
England brought samples of the new 
beverage back, and as news of its 
properties spread, the Dutch start-
ed exporting gin (initially on a small 
scale) to these shores.

Gin became very popular (espe-
cially with the poor) - and like its 
Dutch counterpart – small privateer 
distilleries rapidly grew in number in 
England, supplying their wares to city, 
town and village alike. The coarse-
ness and quality of the alcohol varied 
considerably, which in turn promot-
ed problems with health and drunk-
enness on a scale not witnessed 
before.  To try and curb these ruin-
ous effects, a statute was laid by  

 The summer will 
be coming in 
a few months, 
and like many 

males in Britain, it’ll be 
time to uncover the bbq, 
give it a good clean and 
then accept the oner-
ous responsibility of 
‘cheffing’ the first bbq 
of the season.  I find 
a can of ale perfectly 
complements the cook-
ing process, especially 
if the weather is hot 
and I’m being bombard-
ed with questions con-
cerning the state of the 
cooking. “What’s ready?  
Is it done enough?  Is it 
burnt?” etc, etc?

The ‘bbq event’ seems 
to have grown in popular-
ity in Britain over the last 
few decades, and prob-
ably had its origins in a 
far flung continent, where some of 
the male ‘colonials’ momentarily 
dropped their cricket bats and rugby 
balls and uttered those memorable 
words. “More prawns for the ‘bar-bee’ 
Sheila, and get me another lager!”  
The lager drink and Australians seem 
to be irrevocably connected, as appre-
ciated by the many advertising cam-
paigns that are run, especially in the 
summer.  I suspect many countries 
have alcoholic drinks associated with 
their psyche:  wine, schnapps, whisky, 
stout...  Which leads me to beg the 
question:  what about England?  Is 
there an alcoholic drink that’s closely 
associated with this country?  A friend 
suggested Pimms.  However, having 
spent many hours at Wimbledon, sit-
ting on very hard seats, where even a 
cushion and a flask of Pimms cannot 
alleviate the numbing ache in the 
posterior; and worse –  whilst watch-
ing English players regularly exiting 
the tournament – I reject this choice 
with immediate relish!  After further 
research, I’m going to propose ‘gin’ as 

satisfying the above criterion.  Here 
I must say that I do not particularly 
like the stuff, neither the taste nor the 
smell of juniper berries, which frankly 
strikes me as sickly and aromatic.  
However, the history of gin and its 
place in English society is a much 
more interesting topic to pursue, with 
influences including: politics, com-
mercial gain, social degradation and 
civil disorder.  So, reviewing its history, 
how did it all begin?

There is some confusion concerning 
the first dates and location for the pro-
duction of the earliest version of gin; 
however, a Dutch scientist, in the early 
1600s, is known to have produced a 
medicine primarily for the treatment 
of gout, gallstones and ulcerations of 
the stomach.  Regulation was impres-
sively strict in Holland, and medicines 
were only allowed to be purchased 
from licensed pharmacies.  However, 
our innovative scientist soon realised 
that business was very slow regarding 
his new elixir, so to make the medicine 
more palatable, he added juniper ber-
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Mother’s Ruin by Peter Leahy
Charles  I, which resulted in a new 
body: the “Worshipful Company of 
Distillers” being established.  This 
company had royal licence to produce 
gin mainly in London and within cer-
tain geographical boundaries around 
London and Westminster.  There was 
the added benefit that landowning 
gentry farmers could now focus pro-
duction of the base spirit ingredients 
(mainly barley and corn) and reduce 
any farmed surpluses by selling directly 
to the distillers.  Unfortunately, because 
of the high public demand for the 
drink, many of the privateer distilleries 
remained in operation, with estimates 
showing that they actually increased 
in number around this time.  This first 
credible attempt to curb the excesses 
of the English ‘drinking population’ 
was largely unsuccessful, and soon 
things would get worse – much worse.

King William III (of Orange) ascend-
ed to the English throne in 1689 
and took an initiative (or was under 
pressure) to review the existing laws 
limiting spirit distillation.  Former stat-
utes were revoked, and a raft of new 
ones introduced which incredibly, 
completely de-regularised the distil-
lation of English spirits.  This meant 
that provided the correct notices were 
publically posted, anyone could legiti-
mately and lawfully distil spirits as 
long as they used corn solely sup-
plied by English farmers.  The gross 
mismanagement didn’t stop there, 
because taxes on ales were also 
increased which additionally acceler-
ated the demand for cheap gin.  The 
gin crazed period for English society 
(early eighteenth century) was in full 
swing.  An attempt to curb these 
excesses was made in 1729 by intro-
ducing new licensing and excise duty 
laws.  However, the only effect this 
had was to increase the cost of the 
better quality, lawfully produced spirits 
and had no effect upon the cheap gin, 
often produced using cheap grain and 
other questionable ingredients. 

It is estimated that in London 
by 1730, there were somewhere 
between 6500 and 7500 shops in 
business solely for the retail of spirits.  
The definition of ‘shop’ in relation to 
these numbers is uncertain, because 
in parts of the city, it is estimated 

that one in five private houses also 
sold gin.  Gin was still the favourite 
drink of the poor, and probably its 
only benefit was that it minimised 
infections that would have occurred 
due to the poor quality of the drinking 
water.  William Hogarth’s engraving 
of ‘Gin Lane’ depicts an awful image 
of ill health, twenty-four hour drunk-
enness, prostitution and widespread 
family suffering. It may appear as an 
extreme depiction of the situation, but 
personally, as a pictorial summary of 
those afflicted, I don’t think it’s too far 
from the truth.  One can only imagine 
the misery of those involved and their 
families.

Obviously something had to be 
done.  The Gin Act was introduced 
in1736 which made gin so expen-
sive as to render it unobtainable by 
the mass drinking population.  Riots 
broke out and the momentum of the 
status quo was so large that the law 
was openly broken and not widely 
enforced.  By 1742 only two repu-
table distillers had gone through the 
licensing process and by this date it 
is estimated that gin production had 
risen by over forty per cent.  The Act 
was repealed in 1742 and replaced by 
a new series of enforced Acts which 
made selling gin (and all alcohol) in 
unlicensed establishments a crime.  
Licensing was put under the control 
of magistrates and taxes were levied 
such that gin was kept at a relatively 
high price.  The volume of gin pro-
duction decreased, and against this 
background, several respectable dis-
tillers entered the market, supplying 
much higher quality and consistent 
products.  Illegal production and retail-
ing continued (for example sweet gin 

versions), but this started to reduce 
in volume, the more refined legally 
produced versions being preferred, 
even though the per capita consump-
tion was considerably reduced due 
to the cost.  The era of producing 
the ‘rough’ illicit spirit was coming to 
an end.  New inventions in distilling 
methods by reputable distillers pro-
duced a much more refined range of 
gin products, less harsh and with new 
subtle aromas and flavourings being 
available to the purchaser.  London 
Dry Gin was becoming a favourite 
with the more wealthy classes and 
‘Gin Palaces’ were being established.  
Often these were very grand places, 
with luxurious decor and comfortable 
furniture which afforded gentlemen 
the opportunity to partake of high 
quality gin in appropriate relaxing sur-
roundings.  In the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury there were thousands of such 
palaces in London alone.

With the Victorian Empire rapidly 
growing, gin took its place in England’s 
governance abroad.  For example, in 
India, ‘gin cubbies’ were cool base-
ment areas in the Governor’s (or gov-
ernment) buildings, where gin was 
kept on slab shelves ready for serving 
on the drinks tray.  When carbonated 
water was invented, with the addition 
of quinine (tonic water) to combat 
malaria – the historic mix of gin and 
tonic was conceived.  In the British 
navy, taking Angostura Bitters helped 
any unfortunates who suffered from 
chronic sea sickness.   The addition 
of these to gin promoted ‘Pink Gin’ 
which became a standard at the cap-
tain’s table.  Magazine space does 
not permit a fuller detailing of the gin 
story, and how it travelled away 
with the British to the distant 
shores of the growing empire.

As a conclusion to this 
brief (and sometimes 
distasteful) history of the 
spirit gin, readers may 
now judge whether it 
supports my earlier prop-
osition: “Gin is the alco-
holic drink irrevocably 
linked to the history of 
English society and will 
always be strongly asso-
ciated with this country.”

William Hogarth’s 
engraving of ‘Gin Lane’ 
depicts an awful image 
of ill health, twenty- 

four hour drunkenness, 
prostitution and 

widespread family 
suffering.



 

to the Royal household”. By 
the 18th century, intricately 

decorated papier mâché 
eggs, in which people hid 
small gifts, had become 
all the rage, soon to be 
followed by a fashion for 
cardboard eggs covered 
with silk, lace or velvet, 

and fastened with ribbon. 
Later, craftsmen made arti-

ficial eggs of silver and gold, 
ivory or porcelain, often inlaid with 

jewels. 
No discussion of Easter eggs 

is complete without mention-
ing Fabergé, surely the ultimate in 
Easter egg-shaped gifts. The first 
of Carl Fabergé’s fabulously ornate 
creations appeared in 1883, com-
missioned by Tsar Alexander as an 
Easter gift for his wife, the Empress 
Marie of Russia. Consisting of a shell 
of enamelled platinum, it contained 
a very pleasant surprise, indeed: a 
golden egg that opened to reveal a 
golden chicken and a jewelled rep-
lica of the Imperial crown. The Tsar 
and Tsarina were so impressed that 
specially designed eggs from Carl 
Fabergé were delivered to the Winter 
Palace in St Petersburg every Easter 
thereafter. In later years, Alexander’s 
son Nicholas II continued the cus-
tom. Today, these astonishing works 
of supreme artistry are precious, 
carefully guarded museum piec-
es. Marvel at this example: a 
particularly extraordinary 
Fabergé egg was commis-
sioned by a member of the 
Rothschild family in 1905, 
one of only four in existence 
that contain a clock. On the 
hour, a diamond-encrusted 
cockerel pops out of its top, 
flaps its wings four times, nods its 

I don’t want to 
frighten the hors-
es, but it’s true to 
say that the whole 
Easter egg thing 
has more to do 
with fertility and 
paganism than 
Christianity and 

deism. Although Easter itself is a 
Christian festival, the occasion has 
strong links to the pagan celebrations 
that used to take place on March 
21 to mark the spring equinox (and 
still do in certain parts of the coun-
try, most notably Stonehenge). In 
fact, the word ‘Easter’ derives from 
the Scandinavian ‘Ostara’ and the 
Germanic ‘Eastre’, the names of the 
mythological Norse goddesses of 

spring and fertility. Ostara’s 
earthly symbols were the 
hare and the egg, and 
Eastre’s was the rabbit 
– surely a forebear of 
today’s Easter Bunny (of 
which more later). 
But we have to look to 
the early Christians of 
Mesopotamia to discover 
the Easter egg’s religious 
significance. They used to 
stain eggs red in memory of the 
blood that Christ shed at his cruci-
fixion, a practice that the Christian 
Church then officially adopted, turn-
ing the eggs into symbols of the res-
urrection. But modern Christianity’s 
custom of giving and receiving Easter 
eggs was more of a celebration mark-
ing the end of Lent. Eggs were forbid-
den throughout the forty-day fast, 
plus a few more designated days – a 
practice that continues among some 

Eastern Christian Churches today. 
Every household was expected 

to finish up its store of eggs in 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 

in order to be ready to do 
without them come Ash 
Wednesday, the official 
first day of Lent.

Decorating Easter 
eggs has been a hugely 
popular aspect of the 
festival for centuries, 
with different cultures 
developing their own 
styles and colours. 
Indeed, there’s an 
entry in Edward I’s 
household accounts 
for 1307 that reads: 
“18 pence for 450 

eggs to be boiled and 
dyed, or covered with 

gold leaf, and distributed 

Easter eggs  
truth, tall tales, and tas te bud titillation By Hilary Ivory

head three times, and crows through-
out – and all this before the clock 
strikes the hour… It was sold at auc-
tion in 2007 to the Russian National 
Museum for a sum just south of 
£9m! 
In Britain, Easter used to be all about 
hot cross buns. Banned by Queen 
Elizabeth I due to their association 
with Catholicism, she finally 
relented and allowed the 
buns to be baked, but only 
at Easter time. This set 
chocolatiers thinking 
how to compete with 
bakers. Compete they 
did, as previously men-
tioned, but it wasn’t until 
1875 that the chocolate 
egg as we know it start-
ed to be mass-produced by 
Cadbury following the introduc-
tion of cocoa. This more modern 
concept, with its smoothness, shape 
and flavour, was made possible by 
two key developments: the inven-
tion of a press for separating cocoa 
butter from the cocoa bean, and 
the introduction of pure cocoa by 
Cadbury Brothers in 1866. Suddenly, 
large quantities of cocoa butter were 
available, which, as any chocolatier 
will tell you, is the secret of making 
moulded chocolate or, indeed, any 
fine eating chocolate. Undoubtedly, 

Richard Cadbury’s artistic vision 
and skill played a big part, with 

many of his designs based on 
French, Dutch and German 
originals and adapted to 
suit Victorian tastes. He also 
developed techniques to 
camouflage production glitch-

es – the craquelure effect of 
the ‘crocodile’ finish that we 

still see today, for instance, was 

a clever way of disguising 
surface imperfections.

Meanwhile, across the 
pond it was, and still 
is, all about the Easter 
Bunny. Remember the 
rabbit that was the earth-
ly symbol of the goddess 

Eastre? The Germans 
picked up on it as a symbol 

of spring, so when a group 
settled in Pennsylvania in the 

1700s, they brought with them an 
egg-laying bunny called Osterhase… 
(Go figure, and never let biological 

improbability get in the way of a good 
story.) So the Easter Bunny owes 
his inviolable position in American 
culture to German immigration. 
Speaking personally, I’m just relieved 
we got the more elegant egg…

Hilary Ivory is a creative writer, editor 
and copywriter, and a partner in the 
editorial and PR consultancy, Alison 
Ali Unlimited, living and working in 
Thames Ditton, Surrey

truth, tall tales, and tas te bud titillation
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Not a lot of people know that…
An Easter egg was made for display in an Italian shopping 
centre in 2011, which measured 10.39m in height, 19.6m 
in circumference, and weighed a whopping 7,200kg.

One of the most expensive chocolate eggs ever made, 
which was available for purchase in 2006, was the unique 
Diamond Stella Egg: 60cm in height and studded with half-
carat diamonds, it was a snip at £50,000.

Unbelievably, in 2012 Easter eggs went on sale at some 
Tesco stores on Christmas Eve.

A motion was passed through parliament in the 1920s 
to make Easter Sunday fall on the second Sunday of April 
every year, but to the irritation of corporate business this 
has yet to be implemented.
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ed to Coadjutor Archbishop of Buenos 
Aires. Less than nine months had 
passed when, upon the death of his 
mentor, Cardinal Quarracino, he suc-
ceeded him on 28 February 1998, 
as Archbishop, Primate of Argentina 
and Ordinary for Eastern-rite faithful 
in Argentina who had no Ordinary 
of their own. Three years later at 
the Consistory of 21 February 2001, 
John Paul II created him Cardinal, 
assigning him the title of San Roberto 
Bellarmino.

As Archbishop of Buenos Aires — a 
diocese with more than three mil-
lion inhabitants — he conceived a 
missionary project based on commu-
nion and evangelization. He had four 
main goals: open and brotherly com-
munities, an informed laity playing 
a leading role, evangelisation efforts 
addressed to every inhabitant of the 
city, and assistance to the poor and 
the sick. He asked priests and lay 
people to work together aiming to 
re-evangelise Buenos Aires, “taking 
into account those who live there, its 
structure and its history”. 

A poor church for the poor.
His simplicity and example.
As Archbishop, he chose not to live in 
the official palace; instead he made a 
regular flat his home. He did not wear 
the purple garb but dressed in black. 
Instead of a gold pectoral cross he 
wore the ‘Untier of Knots’ medal of 
the Virgin Mary. Every day he travelled 
to work by bus and tube, had a frugal 
lunch with the sisters and secretaries 
in the kitchen, washed the dishes and 
asked for leftovers to be heated in the 
microwave at night.

When John Paul II created him 
Cardinal, he asked the faithful not to 
come to Rome to celebrate the occa-
sion but rather to donate to the poor 
what they would have spent on the 
journey.

His leadership was always punctu-
ated with small but powerful signs: 
silent presence, a smile, a word. His 
nephew and godson, Pablo Narvaja, 

Like Pope Francis, or Jorge Bergoglio, 
as he is known in our country, I’m 
Argentinean, from Buenos Aires. Now 
a parishioner of St Thomas’ I am 
delighted to have the opportunity to 
write for In Touch and to share my per-
sonal experiences of Jorge Bergoglio 
before and after becoming Pope.

Although I didn’t meet him face to 
face while I was in Argentina, reading 
about his views in the newspapers or 
watching his homilies in the Tedeums 
or other liturgies on television, I was 
influenced by his wisdom and coher-
ence as Archbishop of Buenos Aires.

I’ve always admired his commit-
ment to social justice and the con-
sistency of his simplicity. He is no 
different today than he was in Buenos 
Aires. What we saw when he became 
Pope Francis in 2013 was the same 
commitment and coherence behind 
every action, word and loving expres-
sion that we knew in our Archbishop. 

I shall share with you what I saw 
in him as well as a bit about his life 
before he became Pope Francis.

His early years – a potted 
biography.
He was born in 1936 in Buenos Aires 
one of the six children of Regina 
Maria Sivori and Mario Bergoglio. He 
inherited from his father a passion 
for football and the local club, San 
Lorenzo. The whole family used to go 
to watch the matches. Other passions 
were literature and opera; his favou-

rite authors were Jorge Luis Borges, 
Leopoldo Marechal and Fyodor 
Dostoyeuski.

His grandmother was responsible 
for his devotion to prayer. He said 
once in a radio interview: “My grand-
mother marked me in faith; she used 
to tell me stories of saints.”

He did all sorts of jobs as a young-
ster: for example, a cleaner in a flower 
shop and a doorkeeper in a disco to 
name but two. He graduated college 
as a Chemistry Technician and from 
the age of 20 he has lived with only 
one lung; this has not affected his 
quality of life.

At 21 he decided to become a priest. 
He entered the novitiate of the Society 
of Jesus, first studying humanities in 
Chile and gaining his first degree in 
Philosophy. He became professor of 
Literature and Psychology, and later 
switched to teaching Theology.

Archbishop Ramón José Castellano 
ordained him priest on 13 December 
1969, four days before his 33rd 
birthday. On the way from priest to 
Archbishop he was Jesuit provincial, 
a university lecturer and parish priest 
in diverse parishes throughout the 
country. As Grand Chancellor of the 
Catholic University of Argentina, he 
wrote several books, Meditaciones 
para religiosos (1982), Reflexiones 
sobre la vida apostólica (1992) and 
Reflexiones de esperanza (1992).

At the behest of Cardinal Antonio 
Quarracino, then Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires, he became his close 
collaborator. So, in 1992 Pope John 
Paul II appointed him titular Bishop 
of Auca and Auxiliary of Buenos Aires. 
He received Episcopal ordination 
from the Cardinal choosing as his 
Episcopal motto, miserando atque eli-
gendo, (mercy and choice) and on his 
coat of arms inserted IHS, the symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.

He was immediately appointed 
Episcopal Vicar of the Flores district 
and in 1993 became Vicar General of 
the Archdiocese. Thus it came as no 
surprise when in 1997 he was elevat-
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Pope Francis: a commi tted and coherent man
said recently: “He has been always a 
priest and an authority. His behaviour, 
more than his words, have taken us to 
believe in this: ascetic lifestyle, solidar-
ity, and preoccupation for those who 
are the most humble. He always used 
to say that you can’t fail people that 
have hope in you. He also said. ‘with 
the poor you don’t do politics; instead 
you give silent support ‘

The poor a priori.
One of the two key factors upon 
which Jorge Bergoglio based his 
pastoral work in Buenos Aires 
was first an option for the 
poor.

He created and support-
ed a team of priests work-
ing in slums. This mis-
sion was always under 
his personal protection 
and direct supervision. 
He doubled the amount 
of priests and allocated 
resources particularly to it. 
Ofelia Teresa Alvarez, who 
lives and works in a home for 
the elderly in Villa 21 (a slum) 
commented: “I have known him for 
the last 13 or 14 years. He has been 
always the same. A few days before 
leaving for Rome he passed by to see 
how we were.”

He regularly enjoyed a meal with 
those living in slums. He was an 
Archbishop but was used to walking 
the slum streets of the City, sharing 
mate (local herbal tea), talks, proces-
sions and masses with his neigh-
bours and those who have migrated 
from Paraguay, Peru and Bolivia for a 
better life in Argentina. And so we see 
the same person now as Pope travel-
ling to Lampedusa and associating 
with the suffering migrants seeking a 
better life in Europe.

In each important national tragedy, 
such as December 2004 when hun-
dreds of young people died in a fire 
during a concert, he was there. He 
was there in silence: the most pow-
erful silence in a sign of respect. On 

this occasion, as in many others, he 
was the only authoritative figure that 
immediately joined family members 
in their various activities and in their 
grief. So it is today with his personal 
phone calls and letters, but now to the 
world not just in Argentina.

A priest from one of the slums in 
Buenos Aires, Pepe Di Paola, has 

Social justice.
The second key factor upon which his 
pastoral work in Buenos Aires was 
based was denouncing economic 
and social injustice; as Archbishop 
he regularly criticised capitalism, con-
sumerism and the perverse logic of 
the market economy. He was openly 
critical at every opportunity he had 
to directly speak to Argentinean 
Presidents about corruption and pov-
erty. In one of his books ‘On Heaven 

and Earth’ authored jointly with 
Rabbi Abraham Skorka, rector of 

the Latin American Rabbinic 
Seminar, he described: 

“those who are in and 
those who are left out. In 
this hedonistic, consumer-
ist and narcissist civilisa-
tion we are getting used to 
treating people as dispos-
able.”

Because of the strong 
stance he took during the 

dramatic financial crisis 
of 2001 he became a refer-

ence point leading to tension 
between him and the president.  

In a Tedeum in 1999, he warned 
politicians saying: “If we opt for an 
Argentina where not everyone is sit-
ting at the table, where only a few ben-
efit and where the social structure is 
destroyed, where the gap is widened 
despite that the sacrifice is equally 
shared, then we will become a society 
of confrontation.”

Every president (Menem, De La 
Rua, Kirchner) listened, in discontent, 
to his words. The Kirchner matrimony 
decided to stop attending the Tedeum 
and refused to receive him. After years 
of silence and publicly humiliating 
him; the “Opposing Cardinal”, our cur-
rent President, Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner, only exchanged words with 
him, again when he became Pope.

Recently, Jonathan Freedland from 
The Guardian has written something 
with which I fully agree: “The Pope 
may have no army, no battalions or 
divisions, but he has a pulpit - and 

recently said in a local newspaper: 
“Those of us who had the chance to 
know Jorge are witnesses that he is 
still the same, with the same convic-
tions and lifestyle, but with satisfac-
tion we see in him the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit that has taken him, at 
77 years of age, to an extraordinary 
position from where he can now share 
Jesus’ message and His Church with 
the whole of humanity.”

“The Pope may have no 
army, no battalions or 
divisions, but he has a 
pulpit - and right now 
he is using it to be the 

world’s loudest and 
clearest voice against 

the status quo. You don’t 
have to be a believer to 

believe in that.”

By Soledad Muñiz
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At the age of 21 years he renounced 
self in favour of God’s will and today 
at 77 years of age he is the same 
committed and coherent person, 
totally surrendered to the will of God. 
I pray that we all in this Parish, and 
all Catholics in the world, are able to 
follow his example. Emulating Jesus’ 
words that he said to young people in 
Brazil; “Do not be afraid to go against 
the tide!”

right now he is using it to be the 
world’s loudest and clearest voice 
against the status quo. You don’t have 
to be a believer to believe in that.”

His first Apostolic Exhortation as 
Pope is coherent with his thinking and 
actions.

Inclusion and Ecumenism
At Christmas 2000, Bergoglio insti-
gated a gesture without precedent 
in our country. Orthodox, Protestant, 
Evangelical, Oriental and Catholic 
Christians prayed all together in Plaza 
de Mayo in an ecumenical event that 
opened a process which expanded 
ecumenism with other Christian 
denominations.

Skorka, his close Jewish friend, 
said: “He is a deeply religious man 
expressing such trust as to share with 
you his Christian texts in relation to 
Judaism. He doesn’t say a word with-
out thinking, he has a deep internal 
world and, at the same time, a bibli-
cal vision through which he considers 
that he honours God by honouring 
man.”

Every Christmas Eve he had din-
ner after Christmas Eve Mass with 
Skorka and with the Deputy Treasurer 
from the Argentinean Delegation of 
Israeli Associations (DAIA in Spanish). 
It was a frugal dinner of sandwiches 
without ham in respect of Jewish tradi-
tion.  An anecdote that Skorka shared 
with La Nacion (Argentinean newspa-
per) was the greeting exchanged at 
the end of the night: “I used to say 
‘Merry Christmas’ and he would reply  
‘’L’chaim’ the customary Hebrew toast 
meaning ‘long life’.

Last words
For his simplicity and coherence, 
for always putting the poor first and 
searching for social justice without 
crumbling in front of political power, 
and for his search to include, I am not 
surprised at what he has achieved in 
2013. He is a personal example for 
me and when Time Magazine named 
him the Man of the Year because he 
“became the new voice of conscious-
ness”, I felt deeply the presence of the 
Holy Spirit acting through him.
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Bring your affairs up to date Before it’s too late

Inheritance tax
With property values in the South East 
increasing on a monthly basis,  
it won’t be long before we are  
all paying inheritance tax.

The Inheritance Tax rate is 40%.
Tax thresholds are: 
Individuals: £325,000 
Married couples: £650,000.  
– on death of the survivor
For every £100,000 above the tax threshold, 
£40,000 is payable to the Inland Revenue.
Find out how you can protect your money 
and property from Inheritance Tax, 
residential care fees, bankruptcy  
or your childrens’ divorce.
Call us for a free consultation today
Home and Hospital visits available AD
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C     leen’s 
Clangers

I was due at a funeral and I was late. 
My satnav had directed me down a 
one-way street to a level crossing that 
was temporarily out of action, which 
meant I had to reverse several hun-
dreds of yards to find another turn-
ing.  Trying to do this while my satnav 
blithely announced “When possible, 
do a U-turn” didn’t help my mood. 
By the time I found the cremato-
rium, I was in a state of panic, not 
helped by the sight of the empty fore-
court outside. I hadn’t known Great 
Uncle Bernard very well but I felt he 
deserved more respect than this. I 
could at least have arrived before 
him. Creeping through the creaky 
wooden door, I slipped into a back 
bench, though there were plenty to 
choose from. The four occupants of 
the front row turned in unison to look 
at me. That’s when I realised I was at 
the wrong funeral. Muttering my apol-
ogies, I stumbled out into the rain. 
Right crematorium – wrong chapel. 

In the distance, I saw a bedraggled 
group of mourners heading towards 
another building and breathed 
a sigh of relief. I would know 
Auntie Ethel anywhere; a 
tall, stern formidable lady 
with eagle-sharp eyes, 
which were now fixed 
on my dishevelled 
form as I hurried 
forwards. There 
was no time for 
pleasantries as 
Bernard’s coffin 
was waiting to be 
transferred into the 
chapel. I wondered 
why there was no 
first hymn, but my 
cousin told me Ethel 
had wanted complete 
silence at this point in 
respect for Bernard being a 
man who enjoyed peace and 

 “So light up the fire, let the flames 
burn, Open the door, let Jesus return…”   
sang the mourners, apparently oblivi-
ous to the unfortunate choice of 
words.  All except two. The tell-tale 
shaking shoulders in front of me could 
have been due to my cousin being 
overcome by grief, but I didn’t think so. 

It’s a sad fact that I only seem to 
meet up with my extended family at 
weddings and funerals and, as I get 
older, the latter appear to be more 
prevalent.  Maybe it’s the onset of 
dementia, but I find it increasingly dif-
ficult to remember names of acquain-
tances sporadically encountered. Just 
such an occurrence loomed on this 
occasion, when an elderly man in a 
wheelchair kept waving at me from 
the other side of the room. In vain, I 
searched for a relative that might give 
me this man’s name before I was con-
fronted by him.  It wasn’t to be. Before 
I could escape he was by my side, 
extending his hand. All I could dredge 
up from my memory was the fact that 
he was very wealthy and he lived in a 
large country house in Blackmore.

“How lovely to see you, Coleen.  It’s 
been a long time since we met!” His 
smooth cultured voice was pushing no 
memory buttons for me.

“It’s been too long,” I gushed 
back, playing for time. “And how’s 
Blackmore, then?” It was a stupid 
question, but it’s all I could think of at 

that moment.
He looked a bit taken aback.  
“I’m very well, thank you,” he 

said, rather stiffly. It was 
then I realised he wasn’t 

from Blackmore – his 
name was Blackmore.  
Before I could proffer 
an apology he was off 
to the other side of 
the room to seek more 
genteel company. The 
cousin (he of the shak-
ing shoulders in the 

chapel) had to be in 
the vicinity, of course, 

and hear the whole 
exchange. From then on, 

he always greets me wittily 
with: “How’s Carlile, then?” I 

don’t deign to answer. It will only 
land me in more trouble!

quiet. I had always thought this was 
because he couldn’t get a word in 
edgeways, but maybe I was wrong. He 
had always struck me as a fun loving 
man, when he got the chance. As the 
coffin was borne past my bench, to 
my horror, my mobile phone suddenly 
burst into life with a loud rendition of 
“Look on the Bright Side of Life”. Why 
is it you can never find your phone 
when it’s disgracing you? The priest, 
abreast of me at this point (oh shame 
of shames!) hissed furiously: “Turn 
that ruddy thing off!” but it peeled mer-
rily on while I poked fruitlessly round in 
my bag. When I eventually unearthed 
it, the coffin was in place and the 
service ready to start. Red-faced and 
sweating, I sank back on to the bench. 
Whatever happened, I must not dis-
grace myself further.

After a short but moving service, it 
was time for the final hymn. I glanced 
down at my leaflet and did a double-
take. Surely not! But the chorus leapt 
out at me as the curtain closed over 
the coffin. 
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Registered, Clinical Hypnotherapist 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex 

 
Take back control of your life : – 

 
Help to overcome fears and phobias, anxiety, 

depression, stress. low self esteem, habits and addictions. 
Confront anger and trauma issues, problems with 
weight and  smoking. Enhance your concentration 

for exams, sports performance and in the workplace. 
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accommodation, weddings & functions
Packfords

Packfords Hotel,16 Snakes Lane West, 
Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0BS
Tel:  020 8504 2642  
Fax: 020 8505 5778 
E-mail: sarah@packfordshotel.co.uk
Website: www.packfordshotel.co.uk

YEARS
1963-2013

Packfords
CELEBRATING

St Thomas Canterbury 1/4 page Deadline End of Feb 2013

GREENMANTLE

A  luxury care home  
for old people and 
people with dementia
“Living in comfort, dignity and 
style” in a warm family atmosphere

� �

20 Mornington Road � Woodford Green � Essex IG8 0TL
020 8506 2301 and 020 8504 3650

Members of the National care Homes Association

The Home
• An attractive modernised   
Edwardian home located within   
the Woodford Green    
conservation area close to all   
amenities offering:
• Comfortable single bedrooms  
 - four with en-suite facilities
• Choice of showers or bathroom  
 with hoist
• Luxurious lounge and dining   
room
• Double glazed heated   
conservatory
• Six person lift
• Full central heating
• Satellite TV, music centre and   
piano
• Regularly changed library   
books
• Beautiful gardens
• Own mini bus with tail lift

The Care
• Long and Short term stays
• Twenty four hour professional   
 care by fully qualified and   
 experienced staff
• Physician in attendance
• A nurse call system in every room
• First class catering to meet   
 individual needs and religion
• Home entertainment and outings
• Occupational Therapy
• Visiting hairdresser,    
 physiotherapist and    
 chiropodist arranged on request
• Residents’ own furniture and   
 belongings welcome
• Residents’ visitors welcome at   
 all times
• Resident meetings and   
 questionnaires
• Own newsletter in colour and   
 annual report

Woodford Green 
Funeral Directors
(inc TA C Lambart & co Ltd)

Local Independent Funeral Directors

A Complete 
Funeral Service

l Private Chapel of Rest
l 24 Hour Personal Service

l Arrangements may be made in the 
privacy of you own home

l A Golden choice of pre-paid funeral 
plans available

l Traditional courtesy and conduct throughout

354 High Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0QX
(Opposite the castle Public House)

020 8504 4372 - 020 8559 1979
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in Mumbai in the afternoon. As soon 
as we walked out of the plane we 
could immediately feel the heat of the 
Indian sun. Then we  took a four hour 
coach journey to Pune where Sangam 
World Guiding Centre is based. Just 
by looking out of the window we were 
all transfixed by the difference so 
evident between India and England. 
There were many cows holding up the 
single file traffic, a family of 7 on a 
single seated motorbike and the non-
stop honking car and rickshaw horns. 
Everyone seemed to be very friendly, 
waving and smiling at us in return for 
our waves to them.

We reached Sangam  where we 
were greeted by staff in purple punja-
bi dress and then taken to our dorms 
and shown how to put up a mosquito 
net (which is very important). On the 
next day we attended the Welcoming 
Ceremony where a traditional ritual 
took place, performed by the head 
of Sangam, a ritual meant to secure 

 There are moments of 
enchantment and capti-
vation that lead to knowl-
edge and fulfillment only 

once in ones’ lifetime. For me this 
moment in time is India.

Since 2011, the year I, Siobhan 
Lawlor and Lottie Mahoney were 
selected for the India trip, by London 
Over the Border Guides, I could not 
wait to start fundraising. I did differ-
ent types of events that brought me 
closer to my goal of £2000. I held a 
car washing event, sold many cakes 
after mass at St Thomas’ Church as 
well as organising tea and cake par-
ties at my house. Siobhan, Lottie and 
I arranged a Boozy Bingo event at 
the Becket Centre that was very suc-
cessful and enjoyable. There was also 
the raffle drawn outside the church 
with big hampers that we assembled 
ourselves. The final fundraising I took 
part in with my fellow guide members 
who were going on this trip with me 

was the manic and mentally exhaust-
ing quiz night. 

I am very thankful for the grants 
I received from Girl Guiding UK 
Centenary fund, Jack Petchey 
Foundation, the Parish of St Thomas 
of Canterbury and the District Guides, 
as well as my friends and family who 
have supported me for the last two 
years. So thank you for making this 
possible. These were generous con-
tributions that made it easier to get 
to my goal,

On August 10th 2013, the big day 
finally arrived. We all gathered at the 
Buckhust Hill Primary School for a 
thorough check on luggage, passport, 
uniform, medicine and all the other 
essentials. We took a group photo; 
there were 12 girls and 7 Leaders in 
total. Then we set off for Heathrow 
airport by coach after a heartfelt good-
bye to families. The flight lasted 9 
hours with no stopover in which we 
all became very jet lagged. We landed 

IN TOUCH 2014 ISSUE 1  27

London Over the Border 
International India Trip 2013
By Emilie Mae Torlotin

our safety and happiness on our trip 
to India. 

The main purpose of going to India 
was to do community work. For 5 days 
I worked in a charity near Sangam 
called Green Tara; this association 
helped girls who are my age, 16 or 
younger to learn about the importance 
of hygiene and the environment. We 
also tried to explain why addiction, 
child marriage  and domestic violence 
is wrong and how to avoid them. 

Green Tara Foundation is a chari-
table organisation which focuses on 
the betterment of the lives of ado-
lescent girls and young women living 
in the slums of Pune city in India. 
Their mission is to empower women. 
Throughout the 5 days we made rally 
posters in English and Hindi. We volun-
teered to teach nearby, created inter-
active lessons and shared cultures 
with the girls. We used skits to talk 
about hygiene and violence against 
women. Moreover we showed the 
girls how to properly wash their hands 
with a bar of soap and rinse them 
well. Simple things like this would pre-
vent them from catching any harmful 
diseases that could possibly kill them 
or pass disease onto their family.

On August 15th we celebrated 
India’s Independence Day by visiting 
a local mixed school in which 8 girls, 
who attend that school, performed a 
traditional dance. Many songs were 
sung by the entire school (boys and 
girls) and many speeches were made 
in both English and Hindi. After the 
ceremony the children gave us a tour 
of their school. A classroom that stood 
out for me was the art room. As we 
entered we could imagine that this 
class would take up 40-50 children 
all sitting very close to each other and 
cross-legged on the floor behind a very 
small, low table. This was quite shock-
ing for me since in England the same 
or even larger room would hold not 
more than 30 children maximum and 
each would have a chair and a desk.

After our exhausting charity work 
we were treated to a 6 day Golden 
Triangle Tour to Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. 
In Delhi we proceeded to a full day 
tour of Old Delhi visiting the Jama 
Masjid, Chandani Chowk and the Red 
Fort, the most opulent fort and palace 

of the Mughal Empire and Raj Gat in 
which I found fascinating architectural 
design. We also visited New Delhi 
which included seeing India Gate and 
the exterior of Parliament House.

The next trip was to see the Taj 
Mahal in Agra. We learnt that the 
The Taj Mahal is made from white 
marble stones and has precious gem 
stones pressed into its walls. Its con-
struction took 21 years from 1632 to 
1653 and was constructed at Agra, 
India, by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan 
as a lasting monument to his dead 
queen Mumtaz Mahal. The next day 
we stopped at Agra Fort. This was 
built by the Mughal Dynasty who were 
renowned for their rich architecture 
and the intricate work that is visible on 
the Red Fort. To sum up our wonder-
ful trip to India, 
we were thrilled 
in anticipation 
to ride an Indian 
Elephant up the 
Amber Fort.

Sadly this 
was the end of 
our spectacular 
trip but it will 
not be the end 
of our long last-
ing memories; a 
trip that was well organised by Pam 
Bollen. I learnt never to take anything 
for granted, not even toilet paper in 
public toilets; never seen in an Indian 
public toilet!  Now I can appreciate 
what I have in comparison to those 
in less well-off countries. How much 
I now appreciate the little things we 
have like the McDonalds meal that 
my mouth was watering to have at the 
very first opportunity on arriving back 
home in England. 
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rallying cry for the type of Church he 
wants. With an informal style, an abun-
dance of memorable phrases and 
almost no theological jargon, he does 
not dictate or promulgate but instead 
exhorts, in essence the pastor sharing 
his thoughts with his flock. His central 
theme is a quest for spiritual renewal; 
not of the doctrinal/dogmatic type, but 
through living and breathing Christ’s 
love for humanity into everything we 
do, overcoming the “compartmentali-
sation” that so often afflicts our reli-
gious life. In the process, “we become 
fully human when we become more 
than human, when we let God bring 
us beyond ourselves…. to attain the 
fullest truth of our being.” The joy 
that results, is the antithesis of that 
type of Christianity which is “all Lent 
and no Easter”. Running far deeper 
than ephemeral, transitory pleasure, it 
renders us resilient in the face of life’s 
setbacks and tragedies, and offers a 
rich reward as much in this world as 
the next. It is therefore key to a new 
evangelisation of the Church, in the 
manner of the early Christians starting 
from the disciples and St. Paul.  

The clear message here is: the 
Church needs to emphasise the posi-
tive. It should not become over-identi-
fied with prohibitions and “thou shalt 
not’s”, important as these are, other-
wise its daily life will develop a “grey 
pragmatism…in which all appears to 
proceed normally, while in reality faith 
is wearing down and degenerating 
into small-mindedness”, generating 
a “tomb psychology”, something he 
clearly regards as encouraging secu-
larism. Rather, it must stand as the 
living incarnation of God’s will, helping 
humanity realise its full potential on 
earth. Accordingly the Church, no less 
than her members, is a missionary 
disciple, needing to grow in her under-
standing and interpretation of the 
revealed Word, therefore by definition 
forever evolving. It should never be 
defensive, but must always be on the 
offensive (very Jesuit). So Francis pre-
fers a Church which is “bruised, hurt-
ing and dirty, because it has been out 
on the streets”, and which “embraces 
human life, touching the suffering 
flesh of Christ in others”, over one 
which is pure but inward-looking. This 

 The first ever Jesuit Pope 
also becomes the first 
ever to take the name of 
Francis of Assisi. At first 

sight it seems a little incongru-
ous. But there are a lot of com-
monalities between St. Francis 
and St. Ignatius, who founded 
the Jesuits in 1540 at the height 
of the Reformation. Both men 
were outsiders relative to the 
heavily institutionalised Church 
establishment of their day (and 
by his actions, Francis directly 
challenged it); both set up reli-
gious movements which in con-
trast to the monastic tradition, 
produced men capable of serving 
God through the service of man-
kind, without losing any of their 
religious intensity; both deployed 
an innovative, worldly-wise prac-
tical resolve, extending to hard-
headed pragmatism in the case 
of the Jesuits; and both inculcated 
poverty and simple living.    

Like Saint Francis, Jorge Mario 

Bergoglio has long defined himself by 
humility, simple living, and identifica-
tion with the poor and underclass. As 
Pope, he has compounded this with 
a very appealing informality totally at 
variance with the monarchical aura of 
his office. Here is a Pope who believes 
in leadership by example, rather than 
handing down tablets of stone from on 
high, and that the way we live our lives 
is just as important as doctrine. What 
could be more Franciscan?

Yet the Jesuits are defined by rigid 
orthodoxy and a strong missionary 
ethos, born of their leading role in 
the Counter-Reformation  –  the living 
embodiment of  the “Church Militant”.    
Someone who lives and breathes this 
outlook is hardly likely to prove the 
agent of doctrinal change. But equally, 
Francis’s Jesuit pragmatism could well 
lead to major changes in the Church’s 
structures and customs.. 

In his first encyclical, Evangelii 
Gaudium (the Joy of the Gospel), this 
blending of the philosophies of Saints 
Francis and Ignatius informs Francis’s 
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Pope Francis 
in turn leads to the natural identifica-
tion of the Church with the poor (very 
Franciscan), another major theme of 
the encyclical. 

At the epicentre of all this is God’s 
unconditional love for every living 
person, and hence his inexhaustible 
mercy: “God never tires of forgiving 
us; we are the ones who tire of seek-
ing his mercy”. This means that “the 
Eucharist, although it is the fullness 
of sacramental life, is not a prize for 
the perfect but a powerful medicine 
and nourishment for the weak”. In 
our dealings with others we need to 
recognise the way the beauty of His 
creation and the diversity of His ways 
are reflected in every single individual, 
and strive accordingly to help them 
achieve their potential as God’s 
people. And so, back to the theme 
of unconditional universal love 
that defined St. Francis.

Hence enormous emphasis on 
community. Francis reminds us 
that we have been created in the 
image of the Trinity, the perfect 
divine communion; therefore we 
are called to live in communion 
with others, since no-one is saved 
alone. This call to community is 
also rooted in the incarnation and 
the crucifixion: “True faith in the 
incarnate Son of God is inseparable 
from self-giving, from membership of 
the community, from service, from 
reconciliation with others.” This leads 
to whole sections dealing with today’s 
social and economic evils: unfettered 
globalisation which disenfranchises 
so many, the huge power of interna-
tional finance answerable to no-one 
including governments, and the ever 
greater spread of inequality. Hence 
“no” to an economy of exclusion, “no” 
to the new idolatry of money, “no” to 
a financial system which rules rather 
than serves, and no to the inequality 
which spawns violence.      

And the most defenceless and 
innocent amongst us are the unborn. 
Hence Francis’s eloquent rebuke to 
those attacking the Church’s stance 
on abortion: “The defence of unborn 
life is closely linked to the defence of 
each and every other human right…..
Human beings are ends in themselves 
and never a means of resolving other 

problems….This is not something sub-
ject to alleged reforms or ‘moderni-
sations’. It is not ‘progressive’ to try 
to resolve problems by eliminating a 
human life.”

Morality is seen less as a set of rules 
than of “works directed to one’s neigh-
bour”. Preaching should be more con-
cerned with grace than the law, with 
Christ rather than the Church, more 
about the Gospel than “certain doctri-
nal or moral points based on specific 
ideological options”. He chides those 
who want “a monolithic body of doc-
trine….leaving no room for nuance”, 
fearing that we may “hold fast to a 
formulation while failing to convey its 
substance.” The Church needs “a mis-
sionary option capable of transforming 

everything, so that (its) customs…. and 
structures can be suitably channelled 
for the evangelisation of today’s world, 
rather than for her self-preservation.”  
This approach is unusually inclusive, 
since “the Church is not a toll house… 
it is the house of Father where there 
is a place for everyone”, therefore we 
should be facilitators rather than arbi-
ters of grace.   

This philosophy is not revolution-
ary, as the more excitable parts of 
the media seem to think, but evolu-
tionary with an unusually proactive 
style. It can hardly be otherwise when 
the encyclical is replete with refer-
ences not only to the Bible and Church 
Fathers, but also the pronunciations 
of post-Vatican II Popes and episcopal 
synods and conferences.   

Where it becomes potentially rev-
olutionary, is in Francis’s call for a 
“conversion of the papacy” and a 
“sound decentralisation”. Admitting 
his need for help in the immense task 

with which he is charged, he hints 
at bishops’ conferences being given 
“a juridical status….including genuine 
doctrinal authority”. It remains to be 
seen how far this will herald a return 
to the collegiality envisaged at Vatican 
II, subsequent Popes having held 
episcopal synods merely for consul-
tation, without actually surrendering 
any powers to them. There are also 
several asides suggesting that, unlike 
timeless doctrine, the Church’s forms 
and structures may be modernised or 
discarded if they are no longer fit for 
purpose. 

When combined with Pope 
Benedict’s courageous and far-sighted 
decision to abdicate, the first Pope 
to do so since 1415, all this is like-

ly to result in de-mystification of 
the papacy’s monarchical aura. 
Future Popes will find it difficult to 
avoid following Benedict’s exam-
ple when they become old and 
frail, saving the Church from the 
years of stasis that so often set 
in until a new Pope is anointed 
(including the later years of Paul 
VI and John Paul II).  The goal of 
an outgoing evangelical Church 
alone is likely to require consid-
erable Vatican decentralisation 
(structures again). And the Curia 

has to be the obvious place to start, 
given that it remains a substantial and 
somewhat inward-looking bureaucra-
cy, whose culture has survived centu-
ries of change. Francis hints as much 
with his strictures about “excessive 
centralisation”.  

Even so, he is not the first recent 
Pope to attempt reform of the Curia, 
and it remains to be seen how far he 
can re-energise the Church, as his 
Jesuit forebears did so successfully 
with the Counter-Reformation, in the 
face of today’s powerful enemies of 
secularism and indifference. Much will 
depend on the length of his pontifi-
cate. That said, even short pontificates 
can spark major change that long 
outlives them, as John XXIII, a very old 
man appointed as a stop-gap Pope, 
resoundingly demonstrated. Most of 
Evangelii Gaudium’s themes are fair-
ly familiar to Catholics, indeed to all 
Christians; the challenge will now be 
to turn them into reality.  

marrying the traditions 
of St. Francis and  
St. Ignatius By Jerry Crowley
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Our prospective neophytes.
At the Easter vigil in the evening 
of Holy Saturday 19th April, seen 
from left to right on the photograph, 
Veronica Andrews, a long-time mem-
ber of our choir, Jonathan Wright 
and Anthea Reilly will be confirmed, 
received in to the Church and receive 
the Eucharist for the first time and 
Lucy Fish on the right of the picture 
will be confirmed.

The Christmas fayre.
This year there was a different flavour 
at the fayre to which Claire Nairn can 
testify as she samples the Filipino cui-
sine which very quickly disappeared 
under heavy demand from the many 
visitors to the function. Whilst no 
figures have been provided for the 
number of people attending it felt as 
though there were far more than ever 
before. Many thanks should go to the 
hitherto reclusive organisers Philippa 
Marsh and Jackie Reilly seen here in 
the photograph for the first time. 

Christmas at St Thomas’.
The Midnight Mass 

was not the great 
cattle market that 
it was prior to the 
introduction of two 
vigil masses at 5 

and 7pm but it was 
nevertheless very well 

attended. The Masses on 
Christmas day were also well attend-
ed. The total number attending Mass 
at Christmas in all the mass centres 
was approximately 3,000, a large 
turnout from an estimated 3,000 
families in the parish. The choir per-

formed particularly well with its new 
young members featured in the last 
issue of In Touch.

The Weekly News Letter.
For quite some time now we have 
had the benefit of Fr Austin’s insights 
in the weekly newsletter, some of 
these are worth saving for posterity 
here in the magazine. A snippet of 
his wonderful verbal pictures on 26th 
January appears below.
Sometimes we are moved by seeing 
from a distance just a single candle 
in a window. Somehow it says home 
and safety. Compare that with a 
room full of powerful lights, every 
nook and cranny getting equal, 
unheeding illumination, lots of it, 
and no shades of grey. The wrinkles 
and imperfections of a human face 
might want to run and hide.

Kind light pardons our 
imperfections and gives us a 
sympathetic glow. Jesus is that 
type of light. He did not come as 
overhead brilliance from which no 
flawed, fumbling thing could escape, 
but as a forgiver of souls, a quiet 
warmth.
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Chronicle of
Parish Events

By PA Nache

Chronicle of
Parish Events

From Dame D. Catherine Wybourne, 
prioress, Holy Trinity Monastery, 
Howton Grove Priory, Herefordshire, 
HR2 9DY

Dear Editor,
I must congratulate you on another 
fine edition of ‘In Touch’: the quality 
of both content and style seems 
to go ever upwards. I par-
ticularly enjoyed the article 
on American economics 
and politics. It was very 
illuminating.

LETTERS
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Cost: £50 for the 2 day conference. Concessions £35. Early booking essential at www.heythrop.ac.uk/400years

Thursday 19 – Friday 20 June 2014
At Senate House, University of London, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU

During the academic year 2013-2014, Heythrop College, a college of the University of London and ecclesiastical
faculties in philosophy and theology, is celebrating the 400th anniversary of its foundation by the English Jesuits in 
Louvain in 1614.To commemorate this notable anniversary, Heythrop College and the Institute of English Studies of 
the University of London are organising a conference, involving leading scholars from around Britain and overseas. 
The conference will explore the history of the College and the impact of Jesuit education on philosophy, theology, 
science, literature and the arts, with the following speakers: 

FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD 
AND THE MORE UNIVERSAL GOOD

Professor Michael Barnes SJ 
(Heythrop College): 
The Jesuits and Interreligious Dialogue:
The Case of Fr Thomas Stephens 

Professor Kathleen Comerford 
(Georgia Southern University):  
The Jesuits and Their Libraries

Dr Guy Consolmagno SJ 
(Papal Observatory): 
The Jesuits and Science

Dr Philip Endean SJ 
(Centre Sèvres, Paris):
The Reception of Ignatian Spirituality in Britain

Professor John Haldane 
(University of St Andrews and 
University of Notre Dame, USA):   
The Jesuit Contribution 
to Philosophy

Professor Dayton Haskin 
(Boston College):  
The Jesuits and English Literature – John Donne and 
Ignatian Spirituality

Professor Karen Kilby 
(University of Durham):  
Is There a Jesuit Tradition in Theology?

Dr Robert A. Maryks 
(Jesuit Institute, Boston College):   
Jesuit Education and Classical Literature

Professor Nicholas Sagovsky 
(Roehampton University): 
Gerard Manley Hopkins SJ: 
The Poet as Theologian

Mr Michael Walsh
(Heythrop College):
The History of the College:
From the Move to Stonyhurst to the Present Day

Professor Maurice Whitehead
(University of Swansea):
The History of the College: 
Until the Move to Stonyhurst in 1794

Dr Rowan Williams 
(Magdalene College, Cambridge):  
Liberal Education: the Jesuit Response to a 
Theological Imperative

A celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the Foundation of 
Heythrop College and the Jesuit Educational Tradition
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